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From the Editors
Gardens have flourished in the rain
and the sun. The flowering season has
extended. Sadly, it’s difficult to invite
friends round to share in the enjoyment.
This pleasure contrasts with the frequent
changes in regulation and our uncertainties about what ‘normal’ is. Nothing can
compensate us for missing the range of
exciting garden visits this year. We are
optimistic about them next year. So here
is the Autumn edition of the Somerset
Gardens Trust Magazine to cheer you. It
contains some great articles. There are
descriptions of some wonderful Somerset
parks and gardens to inspire you; members write about the gardening books that
have influenced them; a Somerset Nursery
that deserves to be better known; change
at The Gardens Trust and a celebration
of Sir Joseph Banks, the founder of Kew
Gardens. Keep this edition handy for when
the nights become chilly, plant bulbs and
dream of next Spring.

As ever, we would welcome your comments, thoughts and ideas for future
articles.
Christopher and Lindsay Bond
bondchristopher@btconnect.com

From the Chairman
Dear Members,
This Summer. I have so missed meeting
enthusiastic and knowledgeable SGT
members in beautiful landscaped gardens.
There is always something to learn from a
visit – a new plant, a tip for the vegetable
garden and perhaps a recipe for a delicious
cake. As I guess, along with many of you,
I have been spending more time in the
garden. I can’t remember a year when so
much needed doing - and there has been
no excuse for not being at home to do it. I
hope to be more in control one day but as
my pumpkins head towards the next parish
– ever the optimist.
Looking after Events, the Committee and I
have needed to be optimistic too. We have
spent so much time trying our hardest to
organise events under the ever-changing
regulations. We will persevere and see
what we can put together for 2021. We do
rely on those with fine gardens to invite
us to a private viewing and we hope they
will continue to do so. Please do let us
know if you have ideas for visits, events
and of course if you would like to be part
of the team, we would very much like to
hear from you. Please do email me on dianahebditch@myfwi.co.uk and if you put
“SGT Ideas” as the heading that would be
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helpful. So no separate Events report in
this issue – just optimism for the future.
The Gardens Trust, our national umbrella
organisation, asked us during lockdown
how the pandemic had impacted on our
volunteer activities and projects. We
have, like others, been able to research
without site visits. We have not been able
to support schools and other historical
garden projects. In conclusion I wrote
“In the long-term we have to assess how
we can deliver our charity objectives
when conviviality is a key factor in all
our activities.” You will see later in this
issue there is a piece on the new national
Chairman and how The Gardens Trust

is planning to meet its challenges. Their
winter on line lecture series has just
been announced. The list can be found at
http://thegardenstrust.org/events
Here’s hoping that you enjoy this edition of
the Magazine and perhaps let Christopher
and Lindsay know which pieces you
enjoyed.
In the meantime, best wishes to all and
stay safe
Diana Hebditch
All lectures and booking online
https://londongardenstrust.org/whatson/
talks/upcoming-online-lectures-for-2020
-21/

Garden Trust’s Unforgettable Gardens Initiative
This initiative is to celebrate historic gardens and
landscapes and campaign for their conservation. Do you
know of an at risk site whether it’s a small plot, a wellknown garden, a hidden gem, an allotment or a public park?
Please do pass on your Ideas to
Margie Hoffnung, Conservation Officer:
margiehoffnung@thegardentrust.org
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A New Garden

Nickie Gething describes an amazing
transformation
It was the land we fell in love with when
we bought a semi-derelict farm outside
Bruton 18 years ago. The breeze block and
corrugated roofed buildings, sileage pits
and collapsing milking parlours could not
detract from the stunning Somerset views,
steeped in history.

A real understanding of the soil, however,
is the key to our garden. Heavy wet clay
in Winter gives way to cracked terracotta
in Summer. Conditions are rarely perfect.
In the early days, we watched the roots of
lavender wither in the squelchy clay. We
now concentrate on clay-loving species
and always plant high and small – giving
plants time to adapt to the soil. Roses, of
course, adore us.

The house we built sits
between two rows of
restored historic farm
buildings creating a
horse-shoe shape with a
French-style courtyard
in the centre.
For the masterplan,
we went to Arabella
Lennox-Boyd who
suggested a series of
‘rooms’ divided by yew
and hornbeam hedging
that hug the house on all
sides. Arabella’s vision
brought intimacy and
shelter to an otherwise open landscape.
The supremely talented Libby Russell has
guided us over the years, tirelessly advising us on plants and helping us develop
new areas of the garden.

“Heavy wet clay in
Winter gives way to
cracked terracotta in
Summer.”

On warm days, we eat in the Garden
Room garden where this year we have concentrated on nectar-rich perennials and annuals in hues of pinks, purples and blues.
Watching bees and butterflies dance over
Digitalis, Lychnis, Cirsium, Penstemon
‘Garnet’, Lobelia ‘Hadspen Purple’ and
spires of Verbena bonariensis, has been a
tonic in these uncertain times.
Rosa ‘Rural England’ and Clematis
‘Emilia Platter’ cling to a hornbeam arch
which leads to the Rose Garden. Much
4
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like writing a short article where every
word must count, every rose has to earn
it’s keep. Repeat flowerers like Rosa
‘Wilheim’, ‘Bonica’, ‘Munstead Wood’ and
‘Heavenly Pink’ perform for months.

sylvestris ‘Ravenswing’ for Spring interest
followed by Lythrum salicaria ‘Blush’,
Phlox paniculata ‘Hesperis’ and Devilsbit scabious for the Summer - leads to the
wild swimming pond. We share the pool
with two slightly bad-tempered black
swans - there to eat the duck weed but
sometimes preferring to feast on the water
lilies. A bank above the pond has been
planted with native trees and shrubs giving
protection to modest bathers.
If I had to pick my favourite part of the
garden, it would be the courtyard. Our
friend, the late Martin Lane Fox, gave us
valuable advice – no cars should be visible
from the house. Cars are parked to the
side and guests are invited to walk under
the arch through the courtyard to the front
door. Only aged relations and the lame are
allowed to use the back door! Four Prunus
luscitanica myrtifolia underplanted with
Erigeron karvinskianus frame parterres
which in turn frame a fountain. This fountain was inspired by a wonderful book recommended to us by Arabella: ‘Au Temps
des Jardins Médiévaux’ (Sonia Lesot,
Éditions du Garde-Temps, Paris 2000).
We fill the parterres with Allium ‘Mount
Everest’ and Tulipa ‘Spring Green’,

The view from the main lawn
takes in the Stourhead woods
and iconic Alfred’s Tower which
allegedly marks the spot where
King Alfred gathered his army
to fight the Danes in 871. The
hornbeam avenue – where the
pleached trees are underplanted
with Allium ‘Purple Sensation’,
Narcissus ‘Thalia’ and Anthricus
5

“We share the pool with two
slightly bad-tempered black
swans - there to eat the
duck weed but sometimes
preferring to feast on the
water lilies.”
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followed by Dahlia ‘Fragile Honka’ and
Amni majus. Along the walls, Clematis
‘Little Nell’ climbs happily with Rosa
‘Generous Gardener’, and the less vigorous
Clematis ‘Betty Corning’ is a lovely companion to Rosa ‘Crème de la Crème’.
Garden pots – visible from almost every
window – are filled with flamboyant crimson and orange tulips, like ‘Irene Parrot’

Vivary Park, Taunton

Ian Clark on a much-loved garden
Vivary Park had been Taunton’s foremost
park for over 100 years and has proved to
be a very popular destination ever since
its inception in the 19th
century. The Park was
built over the remains of
part of an extensive mediaeval Vivarium, hence
Vivary, or fish farm,
which existed to provide
food for the Priory and
Castle. The complex
of fish ponds had been
kept by the Bishopric of
Taunton since at least
1207. The full extent of
the feature is not known
but manuscripts dating
from the 1360’s show
that it covered some 70
acres and provided volumes of pike, bream and eels for feast day
banquets. However, there was no trace of
the ponds by the time John Wood’s map of
Taunton which was published in 1840.

layered with ‘Roccoco’ and ‘Estella
Rynveld’ with ‘Garden Fire’. Colours that
only just sit on the right side of good taste.
But in the end, it’s the rolling pastures,
indigenous hedgerows, woodland and
majestic oak trees that are the backdrop to
everything we have created. And it’s the
backdrop that really steals the show.

The public park was developed on the site
which, because of its close proximity to
the centre of the town, had been used as
the venue for public events since at least
1851 (Flower Show). Since being laid out
in 1895, it has continued to be very well

Vivary Park, Taunton

used for both informal recreation and more
organised events. In 1997 a total of 31
organised events were staged in the Park,
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“This connected to
a path around the
perimeter of the Park
forming a figure of eight
pattern centering on the
bandstand.”
with an estimated total attendance in the
region of 20,000 people.
The idea for the park was first mooted in
1875 in a letter from a Mr. J B Chick published in the local Agricultural Gazette,
however, it was not until 1893 that the
Borough Surveyor was instructed to enter
into negotiations for the purchase of the
first 5 acres of land that would eventually
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form the Park. The creation of the Park
was estimated, including purchase of the
land, at £5,698.00. A competition to layout
the Park was won by a local nurseryman,
RH Poynter, whose company Rus in Urbe,
had been supplying the Council with
plants for a number of years. Although he
won the competition various parts of the
scheme were subsequently redesigned.
These included increasing path widths
from 10 to 15ft as well as moving the path
along the eastern side of the Park further
away from the boundary with the gardens
of the properties on Mount Street.
The earliest known map showing the layout of the new Park is the 2nd Editions OS
map surveyed between 1902 and 1903 and
published in 1904. In essence the design
was very simple. A broad gravel path led
in from the new gates at the end of the
High Street.
This connected to a path
around the
perimeter of
the Park forming a figure of
eight pattern
centering on
the bandstand.
This effectively divided
the area into
two roughly
rectangular
lawns. There
was a further
entrance in the
South Eastern
corner and a
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narrow bridge crossing over the Sherford
Stream to the West. A number of early
postcards have survived the earliest of
which show the Park immediately after it
was laid out. They show how prominent
the new buildings and structures were
before any of the new shrub planting had
become established.
In 1922 an imposing stone War Memorial,
designed by the Borough Engineer Ivor
Shellard, was constructed close to the
main gates at the
northern entrance of
the Park. Five years
later two large chestnut trees close to the
Memorial were found
to be in a dangerous
condition and were
subsequently felled.
This prompted the
Council to commission Messrs Veitch to
prepare new layout
schemes for this area
of the Park. Two
options were considered and the Council
approved the second of them at a cost of
£250.00. Construction was completed by
May 1926. The original Veitch design
plans have not been found, but the OS map
published in 1930, together with contemporary post card views, provide an indication of the layout.

and Shelter are original features of the
Park which have survived intact. The
Bandstand was designed and built by
Messrs Philip’s at a cost of £444.00 and
was completed by June 1895 in time for
the first concert in the new Park performed by the Taunton Town Band.
The highly elaborate cast iron Fountain
was not an original element of the layout,
but was added during the early period of
the Park’s development. It was paid for

“The Bandstand and Shelter are
original features of the Park which
have survived intact. The Bandstand
was designed and built by Messrs
Philip’s at a cost of £444.00 and
was completed by June 1895 in
time for the first concert in the new
Park performed by the Taunton Town
Band.”

There are a number of key structures
within the park including the Bandstand,
Shelter, Fountain, Tennis Hut and Toilets
and Tennis Shelter. The Bandstand

out of the fund established to celebrate the
coronation of King Edward VII in 1902,
although, it was not actually completed
until 1907, when it was officially unveiled
as a memorial to the late Queen Victoria.
The original layout incorporating a path
around the boundary with a cross-over in
the middle of the Park forming a figure of
eight pattern has survived. In essence this
very simple arrangement was the principal
designed element of the Park forming the
8
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framework into which the various features
such as the gates and the bandstand were
slotted.
Vivary Park represents a good surviving
example of a municipal park from the late
Victorian period. Unlike the Wellington
Park it is not Listed as a Registered Park
and Garden but is greatly appreciated by

Members Forum – The
Gardening Books that
influence me
Leo Clark
Before coming to Somerset I had a very
small town garden, so my favourite book
was Sir Roy Strong’s, Designs for Small
Gardens, full of good ideas, surprisingly! In comparison West Compton garden
was huge – so lots of help was needed. I
went to the Chelsea Physic Garden who
ran courses for aspiring gardeners. I spent
time garden visiting, avidly read garden
books, magazines, catalogues, and made
copious lists. It was not just one book
that inspired me, but too many, so my
favourites include Penelope Hobhouse’s
On Gardening for planning and her more
than helpful instructions for propagation,
for colour combinations, Nori and Sandra
Pope’s Colour by Design, and for the final
touches Arne Maynard’s Gardens for his
inspirational sense of place and use of
plants to enhance the landscape. Still reading avidly I try to remember to actually
relax and enjoy the garden.
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the people of Taunton who continue to use
it in large numbers.
The key references for this article were
taken from the Heritage Lottery Bid
report produced on behalf of Taunton
Deane Borough Council by Colston Stone
Landscape Architects.

Cicely Taylor
The Small Garden, by Brigadier Lucas
Phillips, war hero and author of several
books including The Cockleshell Heroes
which was made into a film. This is a Pan
paperback which cost me 95p in 1976. It
has a few black and white photographs
and some hand-drawn diagrams and I’ve
covered every blank space with notes and
drawings of my own. The pages are brittle
and turning brown at the edges, but it is
full of good, sound common sense – written, he says, by an amateur for an amateur.
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Julian Gibbs
Brent Elliott, Victorian Gardens (Batsford,
1986). In 1986 I visited an extraordinary
survival of a Victorian garden in the
Potteries, Biddulph Grange. Because the
garden desperately needed saving, as it
was in the grounds of a hospital on the
point of closing, I then needed to persuade
my employer, the National Trust, to take
it on. In order to convince the relevant
committees of its importance, I needed
the support of distinguished experts, so I
turned to Brent Elliott, the Librarian of the
RHS Lindley Library. He had just written
his masterly Victorian Gardens, and he
was (and still is) the leading specialist on
the subject. His book set the context for
this unfashionable style of gardening,
so helped to enforce the significance
of Biddulph – which is now, I believe,
considered a successful and highly accurate restoration of a period garden.

colour depiction of future London and its
spaceport in the “Adventures of the space
pilot Dan Dare”. Its cut away diagrams
of machines and technology generally
set him on a path to being an architect
designing futuristic buildings. The amazing cartoons of London’s spaceport by
Frank Hampson include in one episode
a building suspiciously like the Gherkin.
In my case, as well as the Eagle which
I read avidly, it was a 1946 book called
Practical Gardening and Food Production
in pictures by Richard Sudell. The book
lauded the fact that it presented every aspect through the medium of pictures and
diagrams and taught the novice to cultivate fruit, flowers, vegetables and about

Victorian Gardens was one of the
first serious garden history books that
I read, and it set me on the path of
understanding and restoring gardens.
It is highly scholarly, well-illustrated,
and gives a very clear overview for the
general reader as well as specialists.

P W Goodenough
(Sedgemoor Gardening Club)
It seems that it is often the more prosaic things in life that influence people’s
life pattern. I think a good example is
the architect Richard Rogers (he of the
Gherkin building and recently retired),
who was strongly influenced in the 1940s
and 50s by the Eagle comic, its wonderful

the care of poultry, bees and rabbits. By
today’s standards the pictures (B&W) are
poor but the diagrams are outstanding.
Anyone starting a garden today would still
be able to use the book as a good reference
text, there is an excellent month by month
“to do” list and a comprehensive list of
“how to grow” each common vegetable.
There is much more and, even now, I
10
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would not be without it. So the Eagle set
me off on a path to a career in research
science and Richard Sudel, my father and
his gardening buddies, made me into a
lifelong gardener and plant lover. Sorry to

the Bronte sisters, Shakespeare etc but the
prosaic won me over as it did some of the
people who built the skylines of some of
our greatest cities.

Sir Joseph Banks

his own herbarium, he learnt he had been
elected to the Royal Society where he
would meet all the leading scientists and
important people of the day. Subsequently
he was chosen by the Royal Society to sail
with Cook on The Endeavour. He was well
organised and equipped taking a party of 8
having contributed a vast £10,000 towards
the cost.

Sally Bruce-Gardyne, Trustee, SirJoseph
Banks’ Society
This year we are celebrating the bicentenary of the death of Sir Joseph Banks. But
who was he? The outstanding botanist of
his day (1743-1820) and President of the
Royal Society for 40 years; and he sailed
with James Cook on the epic voyage of
The Endeavour, ostensibly to witness
the transit of Venus in Tahiti but with
secret orders to search for “the great
southern continent” afterwards. He
returned 3 years later in 1771 with over
30,000 new species, increasing the
World’s knowledge of flora by 25%.
Soon after his return he and his fellow
botanist, Solander, were presented to
George III and a week later he was invited to Kew. From then on he was determined to make Kew the greatest botanical
garden in the World.

“He returned 3 years later
in 1771 with over 30,000
new species, increasing
the World’s knowledge of
flora by 25%”

He was a passionate botanist originally
self-taught from his Mother’s Gerard’s
Herball. At Oxford he hired his own tutor
after his Father died leaving him a wealthy
young man. In London he continued studying at the British Museum where he met
Daniel Solander, a disciple of Linnaeus,
who became a lifelong friend. Soon after,
he did serious botanising in Labrador and
Newfoundland. Returning to London with
11

Sir Joseph Banks was a wealthy landowner
with his main estate at Revesby Abbey,
Lincolnshire, where he was involved with
local issues, including draining the Fens.
He was highly respected by Arthur Young
the agriculturist. When he married, he
bought a small estate at Spring Grove, 3
miles from Kew and 10 miles from his
London House in Soho Square which
had become a hub of activity, and drew
people from all over the World to visit his
excellent library and many collections.
Broussonet, a French natural historian,
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worked in Soho Square on
Banks’ fish collection. He returned to France with the gift of
a Ginko tree from Banks - the
first to be grown in France. In
1785, Broussonet gave Banks a
ram and ewe Spanish Merino
sheep which formed the origin of
Banks’ flock. He, in turn, helped
George III to start a royal flock.
Later offspring from these went
with John McArthur to Australia
starting the Australian wool
industry.

“Then in 2017 Thames &
Hudson published Banks’
Florilegium in book form for
all to appreciate the beauty
of the botanical illustrations,
and Banks’ achievement as a
botanist”

Banks wanted to print his Florilegium but
he was a perfectionist, and botanical accuracy was vital. Eventually copper plates
were made but he died before they could
be printed. Two hundred years later, Joe

Studholme, co-founder of Editions Alecto,
finally rescued them from the Natural
History Museum. Then in 2017 Thames &
Hudson published Banks’ Florilegium in
book form for all to appreciate the beauty
of the botanical illustrations, and Banks’
achievement as a botanist.
For many of us gardening is one of the
greatest joys of life. Never before have we
been more aware of this than under lockdown. We celebrate the life of Sir Joseph
Banks for Kew and for all his perseverance and encouragement, often financial,
to the many collectors round the World.
He was a founder member of what became the RHS. His work was global. The
tribute to him in Lincoln Cathedral sums
him up. “Wide as the world is you are to
be found in every corner”.
Recent books on Sir Joseph Banks 2020
The Multifarius Mr Banks by Toby
Musgrave. pub. by Yale, The Botanical
Adventures Of Joseph Banks by Christina
Harrison. pub. by Kew
Planting The World by Jordan Goodman.
pub. by Collins.
12
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Barford Park

Donald Rice on gardens which never
stand still
We moved to Barford Park, at the foot of
the Quantocks near Spaxton, in the late
Summer of 2014, after 18 months of restoration work on the house. Happily, the
gardens needed no such TLC, having been
beautifully maintained for many years by
the same two highly experienced gardeners. Using the plural – gardens – is perhaps a little pompous, but there are two
distinct parts to it, the walled
garden below the house and the
woodland garden stretching out
to the West along the Durleigh
Brook. The former is visible to
anyone arriving at the house,
or even passing it, and is made up of four
large, nearly square beds with vegetables
discreetly hidden behind mixed borders,

all tidily linked to the house by clipped
yews and hornbeams. The latter is a much
more secretive affair – no one, excepting
the extremely nosey, ever suspects it is
there at all. An oasis of camellias, azaleas
and rhododendrons, with swathes of lilyof-the-valley and candelabra primula, this
is a truly secret garden, all the more unexpected because of the colossal oaks, ashes
and pines that soar above it all. Most likely

“An oasis of camellias, azaleas
and rhododendrons, with
swathes of lily-of-the-valley and
candelabra primula”
forced into an ancient wood sometime
in the mid-19th century, it is now a truly
mature scene, with exotic trees and shrubs
jostling with more familiar native fauna
such as primroses, bluebells, anemones
and foxgloves.
Not much, one would imagine, would
be needed to be done to improve such
a delightful and superbly kept creation.
Nature, as ever, had other ideas. A series
of fierce gales not long after we moved in
resulted in the loss of several massive trees
in the woodland garden, including an oak
of a hundred feet (though, I admit, it yielded some wonderful timber). Spectacular
gaps emerged, which, while initially
daunting, soon presented opportunities
for some new planting. We went for some
easy wins, with an emphasis on scent:
Magnolias (including ‘Charles Coates’),
Pittosporum (its early Spring scent is

13
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“But perhaps the most satisfying
addition has been a very scruffy
vagrant of no fixed abode”
under-appreciated), Cercidiphyllum
Japonicum, Rhododendron loderii, and
three witch hazels, along with some Vitus
and rambling roses clambering around
things. I’ve got my fingers burnt with
some more daring purchases – having
managed to kill two Embothriums in a
row, I’ve just bought my third (and last)
- but the Acer palmatum corallinum and
Tilia Henryii have done well, and a Tilia

Japonica is thriving. Better still, the excellent Triscombe nurseries have brought on
some cuttings/grafts from the magnificent
limes in Spaxton churchyard, which are
forming a new shelter bed along the edge
of the wood.
Meanwhile, in the garden some subtle

trimming and a new border, have allowed a
strange omission in the
planting scheme to be
rectified: fruit trees.
Where there were once
just two apple varieties, we now have
six (Lord Lambourne being the tastiest
I think), along with three new pear trees
(including Black Worcester), two plums,
two crabs, a fig (from a cutting taken by a
friend from a tree in Greece) and a loquat
(yet to fruit…), along with a fruitcage
even Barford squirrels can’t get into. I’m
determined to find room for a cherry, a
persimmon and perhaps even a pomegranate, as well as a local apple variety which
was supposedly raised in nearby Enmore
Castle: the charmingly named ‘Golden
Knob’.
But perhaps the most satisfying addition
has been a very scruffy vagrant of no
fixed abode: coming out of Taunton station
one January evening I was amazed to see
an apple tree hanging over the street, still
laden with what turned out to be delicious
fruit. Unbelievably, this tree was hacked
down by the Council without warning
one day (presumably because it hung out
slightly over the road), but not before I had
grabbed some fruit and saved some seed.
Of course, it was never going to be a ‘true’
child of the parent tree, and it’s certainly
displaying its own unique qualities: it’s
rocketed up to 15 feet in only a few years
and is already producing (totally inedible) fruit. But for sheer vigour and West
Country chutzpah, it has no equals and
I’ve a feeling it will outlast all its fancy
relations elsewhere in the garden.
14
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A country garden in the middle
of the town
Tom Burr on how to create it

‘Hidcote’, leading to an urn on a pedestal, shaded by Elaeagnus with a mirror
behind. The fish pond, on the left, has a
fountain in line with the cascade below.

Come round the corner of the old stone
house, beside the yellow and white border
– a challenge and at its best in March – to
an unexpected paved yard, which we created out of a grassy bank, so steep that the
chickens went on strike. The new retaining wall is capped at sitting height and in
this sun trap we eat beneath an olive tree,
which bears fruit.

“The new retaining
wall is capped at
sitting height and in
this sun trap we eat
beneath an olive tree,
which bears fruit.”
Top and lower gardens are now linked by a
cascade of Portland stone steps, lined with
lead in order to see the water. The water
drowns the traffic noise.
Round the side of the of two storey wash
house with its tunnelled ice house, nine
stone steps lead to the top garden, the size
of a tennis court – reduced by us to allow
for two garages. The steps are lined with
pots of white begonias (which I don’t like
but they are obviously content as they
came through the Winter).
To the left at the top of the steps, roses
climb on posts and rope, through lavender
15

Woodville House garden © Tom Burr

At the top of the steps there is an arch of
roses (‘William Shakespeare’), honeysuckle (‘Graham Thomas’) and Campsis
masking the lawn and leading the eye up
the border. This stretches 80 feet and 8
feet deep beneath an old brick wall facing South. It gets very hot so I planted a
Magnolia ‘grandiflora’ to defray the heat
but this just drains the border of water!
The climbing roses and Frementodendron
californica are more successful.
At the far end of the border, beyond an

The Somerset Gardens Trust

arch of clematis, is my
veg. patch, enjoyed by
the pigeons. And then
the garages, which are
now successfully hidden
by a pergola, supporting
that fabulous rose, ‘Paul’s
Lemon Climber’, recommended by Camilla
Carter. Jasminoides
climbs alternate posts.
Deep blue Delphiniums
grow in between.

“To the left at the top of the
steps, roses climb on posts and
rope, through lavender (Hidcote),
leading to an urn on a pedestal,
shaded by Elaeagnus with a
mirror behind.”

The border on the north side is a problem.
Everything prefers to grow over the wall
on its south side in the lane. This border
is almost as long as the south border, with
curved edges. The line needs to be broken – by sculpture or an urn – as a focus
across the lawn from the arbour of vines,
grandsons of my Father’s.
Some of the shape and planting is

Gardening and Music

Lee Hooker describes how the
Elizabethans enjoyed music in their
gardens
The large Elizabethan garden would certainly have been a musical garden, keeping
in step with the lively Tudor mind. Music
was played beneath the windows of the
Queen’s apartments and as she passed
through the gardens, her musicians sometimes hidden within bush or bower. The
musical garden was the zeitgeist of the
era amongst well-born influencers who
employed strolling minstrels, troubadours,

successful – the bed of Dahlias, edged
with Hellebores and Geranium ‘Rosanne’,
is good value.
The joy of the garden is that one never
arrives – the unexpected happens, like
snakes and ladders. Inspiration comes
from the SGT’s programme of much
appreciated visits and friends’ gardens.
My constant companion is a particularly
scruffy robin, who appears as soon as I
brandish my spade.

musical troupes for masques and of course
welcomed the Lord Chamberlain’s Men to
perform plays in their grand gardens.
When Shakespeare’s character Iago declaimed, “Our bodies are our gardens to
the which our wills are gardeners”, he
tapped into the Elizabethan sensory embrace of gardening as music for the soul.
Although the refined Tudor mind tended
to distrust those who had no feeling for
music, within the grandest gardens it was
decidedly not for the benefit of the gardeners, shearmen or weed women but for
their noble masters. Contemporary books
16
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depict well-attired people dancing or sitting in a garden arbour whilst musicians

with horror as medically dangerous for the
Humours.

“Contemporary books depict wellattired people dancing or sitting in
a garden arbour whilst musicians
entertained them.”

Social credentials
were elevated by the
introduction of garden ‘rooms’ where
guests could enjoy
dessert outdoors accompanied by music.
Although most formal

entertained them. Certainly at
Kenilworth gardens in 1575 there
is a record of musical entertainment, ‘ for rejoicing the mynd’.
This stimulation of mind through
the melding of music and gardens
defined the pleasure garden concept of the Elizabethan era when
plants were valued not only for
economic or medicinal reasons
but for sensual beauty, perfume
and colour. The riot of plant colour
imported from Persia, Turkey and
the East were a revelation that
produced a revolution in domestic
gardening, particularly in the consumption
of vegetables which had been regarded

“The riot of plant colour
imported from Persia,
Turkey and the East
were a revelation that
produced a revolution in
domestic gardening”
17

Kenilworth Gardens

Tudor gardens were destroyed when informal landscaping became the must-have
look for landowners, Sudeley Castle in
Gloucestershire possesses detectable traces of a Tudor palace garden. This former
home of Katherine Parr housed a temporary outdoor banqueting house. It was
used for adjournment or assignations, licit
or illicit, and was famous for hosting the
assignations of Anne Boleyn and Henry
VIII. Here, food and music could be privately enjoyed within the formal gardens
at a discrete distance from the house.
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The epitome of social gardening peaked
with Sir Francis Bacon’s exotic water gardens at Gorhambury. His stone tower, located at the centre of a lake island, boasted a ‘supping roome’, ‘dynyng roome’,
‘bedd-chamber’ and a ‘roome for musick’.

Clearly the private consumption of music
in gardens had become an expensive business but compared to our ghastly modern
alternative, the Bluetooth outdoor boombox, who could doubt that the Elizabethans
achieved a more stylish alliance of gardening and music.

The Gardens Trust has a new
Chair

Capability Brown and Humphry Repton;
held fun events that reached many people
who were new to historic parks and gardens through its inclusive Lottery project;
campaigned to save public park funding;
launched a new website including over
300 guidance and research resources; and
ran a ground-breaking project to research
and conserve undervalued 20th century
landscapes.

Diana Hebditch looks nationally

On 5 September 2020 at the AGM of The
Gardens Trust, Dr James Bartos stepped
down as Chairman. He has led the Charity
from its formation five years ago and
helped to establish it as the leading body
for the conservation and protection of our
historic gardens and parklands. The Board
of The Gardens Trust has elected current
Board member Peter Hughes QC as the
next Chairman of the Trust.

New Chairman - Peter Hughes QC

Since 2015 The Gardens Trust has tackled
thousands of planning threats to historic
parks and gardens, trained hundreds of
volunteers, celebrated key figures such as

As a statutory consultee in the planning
system, The Gardens Trust has received
nearly 10,000 planning consultations for
England since 2015, and with its volunteer
colleagues in the County Gardens Trusts,
has provided expert responses to around
4,000 potential threats to historic parks
and gardens. Its ongoing efforts are helping to save important historic landscapes
like Painshill in Surrey and Kedleston
in Derbyshire, from damaging changes
such as new roads, housing estates and
misguided development. The Trust also
provides advice to developers in the
pre-planning and planning stages and has
supported development that is sensitive to
the historic significance of the site, as at
Tottenham in Wiltshire.
Peter Hughes QC was a senior barrister
and judge, and since his retirement, has
18
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They are a great part of our
heritage but they are vulnerable to change and lack
of resources for their upkeep. They will be the focus
of the Trust’s new project
‘Unforgettable Gardens’.
Building on the sound foundation that Jim has created,
our task for the future is to
make the vital work of The
Gardens Trust known to a much wider
audience.”

“Its ongoing efforts are helping
to save important historic
landscapes like Painshill in Surrey
and Kedleston in Derbyshire, from
damaging changes”
studied for a Master’s degree in Garden
and Landscape History. He lives in the
Lake District, where he cares for an Arts
and Crafts garden. Peter says, “This is a
challenging time for historic parks and
gardens. During lockdown, we have all
come to appreciate more the value of our
own gardens and the opportunity to enjoy
our range of gardens and open spaces.

For more information about The Gardens
Trust please join us at www.thegardenstrust.org, Twitter and Instagram
@thegardenstrust, https://www.facebook.
com/thegardenstrust/

My Garden

Helen Senior on an exciting journey
When we first came to this house, fourteen
years ago, there was virtually nothing in
the garden. On the South and West side we
had a large expanse of grass - you could
hardly call it lawn - with some narrow
borders and a few trees, some in not very
good condition. We immediately took out

“I have always been
attracted to ‘prairiestyle’ planting, where
grasses are intermingled
with herbaceous plants”
19

one of the conifers, which was half-dead,
and planted one of my favourite trees,
Lyonothamnus floribundus var. asplenifolia. This wonderful tree has flourished,
and has recently been accepted by the Tree
Register as a Somerset champion.
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“This was the old yard dating back to when
the house was a farm, and consisted of very
compacted gravel, so hard that it was quite
impossible to get a fork into it”
Contemplating the expanse of grass,
I began to realise how difficult it is to
start from scratch in designing a garden.
I cannot say that I ever had an overall
plan - it has developed piecemeal. I made
some herbaceous beds close to the house,
backed with box and yew hedges. To keep
it from getting ‘bitty,’ I am quite strict in
my colour-scheming, and in this area stuck
to a pallette of magenta, purple, and deep
red, lightened with acid green and pale
lemon-yellow.
I have always been attracted to ‘prairie-style’ planting, where grasses are
intermingled with herbaceous plants, and
a few years ago I cut out some of the lawn
and made a new bed. Apart from grasses
I have Phlomis russeliana, Knautia macedonica, lots of Crocosmias, Persicarias,
and, at the back with the taller grasses, Helianthemum ‘Lemon Queen’ and
Eupatorium.

Greenshutters Nurserys,
Fivehead, Taunton, TA3 6PT
Jenny Hawksley on a significant tree and
shrub Nursery
Last September Anne Kaile and I visited

On the North side of the house I had
a much more problematic area. This
was the old yard dating back to when
the house was a farm, and consisted of
very compacted gravel, so hard that it
was quite impossible to get a fork into
it. I was determined not to be defeated,
so I called my builder and he sent out a
machine to dig out the beds. I planted
anything described as ‘needing good
drainage.’ The results have been spectacular. Trees that are flourishing include the
Silk tree, Albizia julibrissin ‘Ombrella,’
Chamaecyparus lawsonii ‘Wissellii,’ a
strange Australian called Hakea lissosperma, the Mediterranean scrub oak known
as the Hermes oak (Quercus coccifera)
and a couple of Judas trees. There are lots
of Cistus, Potentillas, small pines, Salvias,
and some herbaceous plants. Euphorbias
do very well. Despite the unpromising
conditions, it is probably the most successful part of the garden.
Greenshutters Nursery on the A378 in
Fivehead as part of our research into
nurseries of Somerset. The nursery is independently owned by Roger Eavis whose
family has been growing garden plants
for three generations since the 1940’s.
We were given a tour of the extensive
20

The Somerset Gardens Trust

Troughs of young plants are sold including
a native hedge of hawthorn, field maple,
blackthorn etc. Trees are sent out on pallets nationwide throughout the year by
courier.

premises and were impressed with what
we saw. Not only do they grow plants for
the garden centre but have 8,000 hedging plants amid the three acres of plants.
Roger Eavis explained that they are probably the largest grower and retailer of evergreen hedging plants in the South West
of England and have an online hedging
shop evergreenhedging.com. The main
plants they produce are Griselinia, Laurel,
Portugal Laurel, Leylandii, Western Red
Cedar (Thuja) and Conifers. Customers often choose ‘Leylandii’ cypress as it grows
quickly. With the right care it can look
very attractive, as at Greenshutters.

“the plant area is
arranged as individual
gardens with trees
for protection and
tables and chairs for
customers to sit and
enjoy the surroundings”
21

Greenshutters Nursery in the 1960s

Greenshutters Garden Centre has been a
nursery or garden centre for many years.
In the 1950’s and 1960’s, it grew cut
flowers for a shop in Taunton and was a
specialist in Freesias and Orchids. One
greenhouse remains. It became a well-run
retail nursery in the late 1980’s and early
1990’s growing and selling garden plants
before falling on hard times in the late
1990’s. Roger Eavis purchased the struggling nursery in 1998.
The owner believes a garden centre should
focus on plants and the plant area is arranged as individual gardens with trees for
protection and tables and chairs for customers to sit and enjoy the surroundings. A
small shop sells houseplants, bulbs, seeds,
tools etc. There is a Garden Club with a
newsletter being produced each season.
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How old are
Somerset’s Yew
Trees?

Tim Hills travelled many
miles to find them

“With a girth of about 26ft, this is
one of Somerset’s twelve ancient
specimens, with an age likely to
exceed 800 years. Beneath its
branches are the village stocks”

Between 2012 and 2017 I
visited all of Somerset’s
churchyards to record their
yew trees. The youngest
were planted in 2000 to celebrate the millennium, while the oldest probably exceed
1000 years. This work is published in full
on the Ancient Yew Group website at

The Yew at Ston Easton

https://www.ancient-yew.org/ss.php/
bath-and-wells/12/49/74
Many of these churchyards were visited
more than 230 years earlier by the Rev.
John Collinson (1757-1793), who recorded
his observations in a three volume History

of Somerset. Four of the churchyards we
have both visited are featured here.
At West Harptree, Collinson found what
he regarded as “10 of the finest yew trees
perhaps in the kingdom. They are clipt
into cones and the diameter of the
largest is at the bottom 36’, the height
40’, the body of the tree 13’ round”.
While all that remains of the largest
yew is a stump, eight of the original
ten, no longer clipped into cones, have
survived.
At Ston Easton, Collinson recorded “2 remarkable old yew trees, of
astonishing girth.” A photograph
from Robinson’s 1916 West Country
Churches shows both yews, which he
described as having “weathered the
storms and tempests of many centuries.” One of the pair unfortunately
succumbed in the last century, but the
survivor is a fine hollow tree with a
present girth of more than 20ft.
At Bicknoller, Collinson described a “very
large and aged yew tree”. It has now split
into two leaning fragments, supported on
large metal poles. With a girth of about
26ft, this is one of Somerset’s twelve
ancient specimens, with an age likely to
22
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exceed 800 years. Beneath its branches
are the village stocks, a feature it has in
common with old yews at Wembdon,
West Monkton, Thurloxton and Creech St
Michael.
When Collinson visited Creech St Michael
he found “2 very large old yew trees, both
hollow, and measuring 15’ in circumference.” In about 1940 Arthur Mee in his
King’s England series wrote how “pathetic it was to find these oldest inhabitants
apparently soon to be parted, for one of
the yews was dying after 700 years.” He

The Clergyman and the Garden
Anthony Pugh-Thomas admires an
important gardener
There is a long tradition of Anglican clergymen combining their ministry of souls
with contributing to the development of
gardening. Here are just a few examples.
Perhaps the Rev. Samuel Reynolds Hole,
Canon of Lincoln Cathedral and later
Dean of Rochester, is the best known
as his enthusiasm for Roses led to the
foundation of the National Rose Society.
He staged the first national rose show
in the St James’s Hall, London in 1858.
The rules were comparatively informal
– roses were displayed in miscellaneous
containers including being inserted into
potatoes to keep them hydrated, but when
it was staged again the following year
in the Hanover Square Rooms, the rules
were tightened – no spuds. It moved to
the Crystal Palace where 16,000 people
attended and in 1861 to the new grounds
23

named them Darby and Joan, describing
Darby as “hollow and broken”, while Joan
“carried her age like a great lady”. An old
postcard shows Darby shortly before the
tree was felled, but there is no reason why
Joan should not live on for centuries more.
It is hoped that future generations will
appreciate and continue to add to the
information provided by Collinson, the
Ancient Yew Group and many others who
are fascinated by this extraordinarily long
lived tree.

of the Royal Horticultural Society in
Kensington.
In his own rectory at Caunton, near
Newark, Hole grew more than 400 different roses and when he moved to Rochester,
had 135 in his Deanery garden. One of his
favourites was Gloire de Dijon with its
“symmetry, size,
endurance, colour …and perfume…good in
every point for
wall, arcade,
pillar, standard, dwarf,
en masse, or
as single”.
He edited the
Gardener’s
Annual for
1863, contributed articles to
The Garden and
Rev. Samuel
wrote several
Reynolds Hole
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books, “A Book about Roses, How to Grow
and Show Them” of 1869 running to 15
editions. No wonder he was hailed by
Tennyson as “the Rose King”.
In 1876 he and the Rev. H.H.D’Ombrian,
convened a meeting of
enthusiasts at the Adelphi
Terrace in London that
led to the foundation
of The National Rose
Society; there were three
other clergymen present
at the meeting – the Rev.
Charles H Bulmer (from
the Herefordshire cider
family), the Rev. JBH
Camm (who gave his name to a large flowered opaque salmon pink bourbon rose),
and the Hon. and Rev. John T Boscawen of
Tregothnan Gardens, Cornwall fame.

Hole was an active and respected, minister; a genial friend of Millais, Thackeray,
a member of the Punch ‘table’ and of the
Garrick, a hymn writer and a practical
fund raiser for the restoration of Rochester
Cathedral.

“The rules were comparatively
informal – roses were displayed
in miscellaneous containers
including being inserted into
potatoes to keep them hydrated”

Art and Gardening

Sheila Rabson enjoys gardening through
paintings
Every school pupil will know the paintings of Guiseppe Arcimboldo (1537-1593)
as one of them is set within the National
Curriculum for study. Arcimboldo was a
Milanese painter, famous in his day, for
his figures painted from
fruits and vegetables.
He started his career
as a designer of stained
glass working in Milan’s
cathedral. He moved
to Prague and became
Court Painter to successive Hapsburg Kings.

Editors Note: And the tradition continues
with distinguished current members.

One of his court paintings shows the Holy
Roman Emperor, Rudolph II, depicted as
“Vertumnus”. Vertumnus was the God
of metamorphosis thus allowing change
to be introduced as a theme for the painting. He often made a series of connected
works e.g. the four seasons. He was an
inspiration for ‘Surrealist’ painters such as
Salvador Dali.

“Arcimboldo’s works are excellent
as quirky still life paintings of the
fruits and vegetables available at
that time in history”
24
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Arcimboldo’s works are excellent as
quirky still life paintings of the fruits
and vegetables available at that time in

Vertumnus by Giuseppe Arcimboldo

history. It would appear that he composed
his ingredients and painted them within
a short period of time. “Vertumnus” is
painted with the rewards of late Summer/
early Autumn. Sweetcorn, pears, blackberries, wheat, grapes, pomegranates,
cherries, medlars, olives, apples, onions,
squash, sweet chestnuts, globe artichokes,
spring onions, cucumbers and cabbage are
all clearly identifiable along with roses,
25

lilies, courgette flowers and marigolds. In
his beard and hair there even appears to
be some quinoa – how very modern and
health conscious!
Compare the above artwork with
“Flowers in a wooden vessel”
by Jan Brueghel the Elder (15681625). The painting consists of
lilies, carnations, peonies, crown
imperial fritillaries, daffodils, roses, cornflowers and other flowers.
It is highly unlikely that all these
plants would have been in bloom
at the same time and, thus it suggests the passing of time and the
seasons. The painting is described
as a “Vanitas” work i.e. it has a
multi-layered meaning which is
meant to remind one of the transience and uncertainties of life.
Firstly, it can be seen as a painting of flowers in a vase, many of
which have a symbolic meaning.
Secondly, it is an ideal of an arrangement i.e. the best plants that
could be grown. Lastly, it has
a symbolic meaning on human
change and death e.g. notice that
some of the flowers have already
fallen from their stalks onto the table and
are beginning to wither and decay. There
is even a spider come to remind one of
one’s mortality!
The two paintings were produced within
a short time frame of each other but show
varying, contrasting ideas. You may like
one more than the other but they both
show what was seen, admired and eaten at
that period of history.
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Henry Lyte (of Lytes Cary) and
his ‘niewe Herball’ 1529-1607
Mervyn Wilson enjoyed Jane Borodale’s
book

How did Henry Lyte come to write his
herbal? In an obscure manor House in a
part of Somerset distant from any seat of
learning. What sort of man was he? What
life did he lead? Jane Borodale was moved
to write The Knot, faction, published in
2012. Well researched and a good read.

“He struggles with
the soil (wet clay), the
weather, his gardener
who knows how to
grow plants but does
not grasp Lyte’s
project”
In The Knot Jane Borodale uses many
sources to recreate life at Lytes Cary. Here
is a scholar working on an international
project, and creating in his garden an
elaborate and fanciful arrangement of low
hedges to shelter and enclose his collection
of plants. He struggles with the soil (wet
clay), the weather, his gardener who knows
how to grow plants but does not grasp
Lyte’s project. He finds time to work at the
Herball, and engage in field trips. He is
misunderstood by neighbours and has an
uneasy relationship with his second wife,
Frances, and other members of his family.

Jane Borodale puts a plant from the
Herball at the beginning of each chapter.
Her style and method is to take the reader right inside life as lived in the Manor,
with all its people – family, servants,
visitors. This makes for a dense read, but
rewarding.

One or two small criticisms: pears in the
orchard. A guest bites into one at a banquet. In fact, the pears then grown were
hard keepers, always cooked. I would have
welcomed a glossary of the plants giving
today’s names. I don’t think the 1607 tsunami in the Bristol Channel would have
caused flooding as high up the Yeo as
Podimore, but maybe I am wrong. There
are many detailed descriptions of the
garden, and the plants growing in it, cultivated and wild, and of the seasons. These
are accurate, but not necessarily of Lytes
Cary.
Editors Note: Mervyn reviewed “The
Knot” by Jane Borodale (Pub. 2012 by
Harper Collins).
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