Somerset Gardens Trust
A member of the Association of Garden Trusts!

Summer 2014
Featuring
Crowcombe Court
!"#$%&'(")*+,&)'-*#,./*'-*%'0%&-.#+%)

!

Issue 55

The Somerset Gardens Trust

From the Editors

From the Chairman

Here is the Summer edition of the
Somerset Gardens Trust Magazine. It has
many important and interesting articles in
it. Looking around us these include the
feature article on how fashions come and
go at Crowcombe Court; looking back into
Medieval Gardens in Somerset by James
Bond; a future classic garden at East
Quantoxhead; a behind-the-scenes insight
into Plant Fairs by Anthony Pugh-Thomas;
and – of course – a very personal view of a
member’s garden (Rebecca Pow).
The Trust has been very active in the last
few months. Camilla Carter and John
Townson organized an amazing tour of
Lake District Gardens, and there have been
visits to some very special private gardens;
the Survey and Planning Group has started
new surveys; Sheila Rabson and her team
continue their selection of schools for us to
support, and explain how they do so. And
we have a new Chair – Camilla Carter is
taking over from James Harris - who is
leaving it in good heart – see next column.
Christopher and Lindsay Bond
bondchristopher@btconnect.com

At the next Annual General Meeting in
September I shall be stepping down as
Chairman of the Trust. I am delighted to
say that Camilla Carter, the Deputy
Chairman, has agreed to take over a
Chairman – we are lucky indeed.
I can look back on my period leading the
Trust with pleasure and satisfaction. We
have moved forward in all our core
objectives. Our survey and planning group,
led by Primrose Mallet-Harris and now
Helen Senior, is working on many surveys
and researches into important historical
gardens: our grants to schools to develop
skills and interest in gardening have grown
in number and variety through Sheila
Rabson’s group, which is encouraging for
the next generation of children
increasingly brought up without gardens:
and our numerous visits to private gardens
organized by the Events Committee led by
David Freeman, have brought interest and
pleasure to so many members; we have an
excellent Magazine Editor in Christopher
Bond who has brought a very good new
format to the Magazine. So thank you very
much to them, and to all those members
working with them, for their interest and
commitment which produces such good
results – and always supported by our able
and hard-working Treasurer, Stuart Senior,
our Membership Secretary and Website
Administrator, Mary ter Braak and our
Council Secretary, Susan Thorne.
The activities in the last four months,
which are described in this edition of the
Magazine, say much about what these
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Groups have achieved. Some highlights –
the successful Plant Sale on a lovely happy
day (courtesy of Anthony Pugh-Thomas
and the many contributors of plants and of
the volunteers) was enjoyed by many, and
raised about £3000. The Lake District
Tour, organized by Camilla Carter and
John Townson, to whom I am most
grateful, brought together many members
in a horticultural and social whirl that they
will not forget: and the series of
conferences on Surveying and Education
with neighbouring Trusts, which we have
helped to arrange, have broadened our
horizons. And some good news – Halswell
House and Mill Wood are now reunited in
the same ownership after 60 years.
So I leave you with confidence in
Camilla’s good and capable hands.
James Harris

To: James Harris
The Council and all SGT members would
like to thank you a great deal for your
invaluable contribution, patience and good
humour as Chairman of the Trust
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The Formal Gardens at Crowcombe
Court
By Anthony Pugh-Thomas and David
Kenyon
Crowcombe Court is described by Pevsner
as “the finest of its date in Somerset south
of the Bath area”. The Carews of
Crowcombe were Somerset gentry who
had lived in the Quantocks since
about1570 and between 1724 and 1739
Thomas Carew, MP for Bridgwater,
demolished the family’s old Tudor house
and replaced it with the present brick
mansion.
The Mansion.
Thomas Carew first instructed a Devon
joiner called Thomas Parker as his
architect who designed and built the
service wings and cellars but who was
eventually discharged and Nathaniel
Ireson, a Wincanton architect, took his
place. (Parker was later found to have
stolen several bags of coin concealed
behind panelling in the old house, possibly
hidden at the time of the Monmouth
Rebellion). The new building, in Palladian
style, has seven bays and three storeys. The
centre three bays have giant Corinthian
pilasters and above them a Venetian
window and a pediment; described by

Pevsner as “lively, though not a correct
composition”. The handsome interiors
include a grand Entrance Hall with
pedimented doorways and a fine fireplace
and overmantel with splendid plaster
ceilings in the Hall and Dining Room.
The Formal Gardens
The Mansion was once surrounded by a
formal garden and indeed a painting dated
to about 1740, and a map of about 1767,
show a walled garden with three
rectangular pools to the west and an
enclosure centred by a circular shrub
border to the east - but little now survives.
The painting records tree avenues
extending across the fields and up the hills
to the rear of the house and a deer park.
Close to the Church there appears to have

“They cleared the selfseeded trees from the
walled garden and
removed over 70
damaged, diseased or
dangerous trees from the
wild garden”
been another walled enclosure which is
marked on the 1767 map as “The Old
Garden” where there were two buildings,
variously described as banqueting houses
or dovecotes. Following Thomas’s death in
Crowcombe Court
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1766, the estate passed to his daughter
Mary, who married James Bernard, and
away went the formal gardens, with the
surrounds of the house being laid to lawn.
In 1968 the Court, its immediate garden
and the walled garden, were sold but the
Carew family retained the Park and the
Combe Garden that is slowly reverting to
its wild origins. Crowcombe is a
remarkable record of changing garden
design over the centuries.

The Future
Following the sale of the house the Court
was used for a time as a school, then a
nursing home and later as a private
dwelling. The grounds were woefully
neglected and fell into a very poor state.
Although Richard and Patsy Anderson in
2001 undertook a major restoration of the
house, the remaining gardens of around 10
acres received little attention. David and
Kate Kenyon bought the house in 2011 and
completed the restoration of the house and
started on the gardens. The records enabled
6

the Kenyons to develop their own plans for
the grounds and gardens mindful of their
historic context and close proximity to the
house. They cleared the self-seeded trees
from the walled garden and removed over
70 damaged, diseased or dangerous trees
from the wild garden at the southern most
end of the grounds. Paths were reinstated
and a small bridge was constructed over
the stream. They were rewarded by the
flowering of bluebell varieties, a large area
of snowdrops and a
significant show of daffodils.
They went on to drain, dredge
and re-profile the small lake,
returning it to its old larger
dimensions. It has become a
wildlife haven for kingfishers,
newts, dragonflies and many
species of butterfly.
They have also drawn up
plans to restore the walled
garden. Progress was delayed
because Japanese Knotweed
had to be eradicated and it is
hoped that work there will
start in the summer of 2014.
Meanwhile the north lawn behind the
house has been re-landscaped with the
creation of a flowing curved layout of
hedges, pathways, circular beds and
seating areas. This is designed to have
a spectacular effect when viewed from the
floors of the house above.
Gardens open this year on 3 August,
2-6pm. Guided tours, Voluntary donations
to the NGS. See
www.crowcombecourt.co.uk
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Future Classics - Court House
Gardens, East Quantoxhead*
By Sally Wright and Rosemary FitzGerald
Incredibly, this entire garden is the
achievement of Walter and Hermione
Luttrell. For hundreds of years Court
House was in effect an outlying farmhouse
to Dunster Castle, so there was no historic
garden structure to build on when they
moved there in the mid 1950’s, and started
gardening seriously in the 1970s. Walk
around now, through the walled kitchen
garden, over immaculate lawns, past the
Church Walk herbaceous borders (full of
colour and beautifully grown), the
perfectly placed trees and shrubs, or into
the magical narrow paths of ‘The
Allers’ (their last and greatest love), a
Cornish-style woodland garden made
under poplars planted (for matchwood!) in
the 60s. There is a small peat sink here,
around a Quantock spring line, which suits
acid-loving species. Unfortunately this
area has an uncertain future unless very
careful management of the moisture-

sucking, and now too tall, poplar canopy is
undertaken - though it's still very beautiful!
Although the parts, all rather different, are
spread over five acres, they are held
together by a strong sense of design, and
each compartment enhances the others.
Both Luttrells had a real feeling for the
genius and character of each part of the
garden, and never hesitated to change or
regroup plants until the effect was right.
This part of the Coast has ferocious winds,
which several times did hurricane damage
to the tall poplars and alders which form
the canopy of ‘The Allers’, but each time
the wreckage was swept up and the new
clearings and light pools welcomed as
places to plant an even more exciting
Camellia, Cornus or Rhododendron.

“Both Luttrells had a real
feeling for the genius and
character of each part of
the garden, and never
hesitated to change or
regroup plants until the
effect was right”
Every moment that they could spare from
their many public duties was spent
working in the gardens, and this was
hands-on as well as planning and
designing. The care and attention is still
there. However this garden may change,
the character of its creators will always be
7
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felt. You know, where ever you walk, or
sit, or sniff, that this garden was planted
with knowledge, daring, skill and
imagination, and above all, love.
*!8%-5'%?'#$3/'.6#3@75'G./'C)D73/$50'3"'."'
5.67356'503#3%"'%?'#$3/'-.*.<3"5N'O#'$./'
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Why we should all have a
Passion for Passiflora
John Vanderplank interviewed by Helen
Lawrence
I have lived in Clevedon for some 20
years, and have driven past a small
Nursery on the outskirts of Clevedon
countless times. I
have often thought
about visiting it.
That day finally
came when I was
asked to interview
John Vanderplank
for the SGT
Magazine.
John Vanderplank
is one of the
World’s leading
experts on
Passiflora (Passion
Flowers), an Honorary Research Associate
at Kew, Vice-President of the Passiflora
Society International; he is also the
Managing Director of Greenholm Nursery
Ltd, a wholesale nursery in Kingston
Seymour (and home of his National
8

Collection) which he set up with his father
in 1965. John is passionate about this plant
and its conservation, and has even set up a
Butterfly House in North Somerset to
display the flowers and related insects in a
natural setting where visitors can be
inspired and learn about these unusual
plants.
It’s the story of how this National
Collection came to be that I find so
interesting. John’s Nursery was the first to
sell Jasmine in Covent Garden Market in
1965. However with success came other
competitors, one of whom produced
Jasmine on a large scale. Rather than
compete, John’s Nursery turned its focus to
Passion Flowers and other flowering
plants, and this is where the story gets
fascinating. The Jasmine competitor
always took his best
plants to market,
leaving the poorer
stock back at his
Nursery which became
propagation material;
eventually only nonflowering stock could
be produced but he
hadn’t worked out
why. So he struck a
deal with John to
produce new flowering
stock propagated in
Kingston Seymour. The competitor visited
John periodically; during one visit he
brought an unusual Passion Flower as a
gift, and then a second one on another
visit. John wasn’t able to identify one
species and began to investigate. The
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unidentified plant was eventually named P.
‘Amethyst’ which was the closest
description John could find in the fairly
limited reference material available at the
time. I learned that John is a man always
looking for an opportunity, and this lack of
information would eventually lead him to
write a few books to redress the situation!
Now jump forward to the mid 80s, and
while exhibiting plants in Bristol, a
Cannington lecturer suggested that John
start a National Collection; and so, in 1985
the National Collection began with a mere
8 species. The collection now contains a
staggering 150 species and a further 100
hybrids. The popular P. ‘Star of Clevedon’
and P. ‘Star of Bristol’ are two bred by
John. When
asked
about the
highs and
lows of
owning a
National
Collection,
John said
there were
“no lows,
and that it
just gets
better and
better”! As
well as
conserving
these endangered plants, which are in
heavy decline with the rapid loss of their
natural habitat through deforestation, the
Collection plays an important role
providing Universities with material for

both medicinal and commercial crop
research.
Annual plant hunting expeditions are also a
large part of conservation efforts, the latest
to Ecuador in June in search of a new
species – P. unipetala - a rare nightflowering bat-pollinated species. The site
had been well documented but a recent
landslide was known to have destroyed the
single known specimen and it was feared
that it was lost forever; however the
exciting news from John is that two more
specimens were discovered within 2km of
the original site so things are looking up!

“[He] has even set up a
Butterfly House ... to
display the flowers and
related insects in a natural
setting where visitors can
be inspired and learn about
these unusual plants”
When asked if more people should grow
Passion Flowers, the answer was a definite
“Yes”. They have the most intricate
flowers, are scented, are relatively easy to
grow, once established are fairly hardy,
and you don’t need much space to grow
them.
I went away knowing so much more about
Passion Flowers then I had before I started,
and yet I found I had many more questions
to ask. I think I’m hooked!
9
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Henry Lyte and his Herbal
By Peter Hill, Journalist
Among Somerset plantsmen, Henry Lyte is
something of a hero. He was essentially a
gentleman scholar, an Elizabethan botanist,
who studied philosophy, and who travelled

"Henry Lyte portrait" - Anonymous
http://the-history-girls.blogspot.nl/2012/06/goodthing-more-common-it-is-better-it.html

around Europe. He was born around 1529,
of a family that had inhabited Lytes Cary
Manor [now an interesting National Trust
Property – Ed] since the thirteenth century.
10

He was a student at Oxford, and during his
Continental travels he came across
“Histoire des Plantes” by Charles
L’Ecluse, a French translation of a major
botanical work. This was the
“Cruydeboeck”, written by the Flemish
scholar, Rembert Dodoens. Lyte translated
the French version into English. But he
was clever enough to realise that if he
wanted illustrations, he would have to go
to Antwerp, where a printer named Plantin
held an enormous store of woodblocks,
which were too valuable to part with. So
Lyte had his own work, “A Niewe
Herball”, with its illustrations, printed in
Antwerp, but released by his publisher
Gerald Dewes in St Paul’s Churchyard in
1578. It made up in ingenuity what it
lacked in originality: Shakespeare is
believed to have read it and used it for his
references to flowers and plants. Lyte often
gives plant names in several European and
classical languages. In later life, Lyte made
marginal annotations, and in the copy on
display today at Lytes Cary, his fine
handwritten notes can still be seen. By a
curious coincidence, the Book is open at a
page showing a woodcut of Asplenium
ceterach, the rusty-backed fern. A year or
two ago when I was on duty as a volunteer,
a man came into the Hall, studied the
Book, went out, and shortly returned
carrying a leaf of the illustrated plant.
“Where did you get it?” I asked. “It’s
growing in the wall ten yards away”, he
replied. “How did you recognise it?” I
asked. “Ah”, he said, “I am Professor of
Botany at Bristol University”.

The Somerset Gardens Trust
My Garden
By Rebecca Pow, Journalist and
Broadcaster
The garden here at Tuckers Farm House,
created from virtually a blank canvas, has
grown and developed over several decades
and showcases a range of styles: formal
borders circling the house, a border loosely
in the style of Gertrude Jekyll (inspired by
my work at nearby Hestercombe Gardens),
historic topiary, colour-themed borders, a
low maintenance gravel border filled with
ornamental grasses and hot coloured
perennials, an enclosed vegetable garden
and extensive areas of meadow grasses to
encourage insects – all dissected with grass
mown paths.
I think that the gardens which work the
best are those with good structure. So,
making the hard landscaping right (paths,
hedges, walls, bridges, avenues and so on)
is crucial: frame some views and create
vistas to draw the eye, and then infill with
plants. I am quite strict with myself in
terms of what I buy and plant as I have
exacting colour themes in many areas and I
repeat plant combinations of plants.
Reducing my workload is important too, as
like many gardeners, I am juggling
numerous balls (currently work, family and
now politics).
This is still very much a family garden
(cricket balls bowled against the wall
regularly), vegetables and fruit are grown
for the kitchen and freezer and we open for
NGS groups and other events. Some
unusual plants are incorporated into the
mix (the Loquat for example always

attracts attention as does the Paulownia),
and there is colour for every season. To
this end Summer, Autumn and Spring
bulbs play an important part. Amongst the
natural grasses in the paddock, for
example, spires of velvety wine-coloured
Gladioli byzantinus poke through in June
following the earlier Camassia leichtlinii
(which were fabulous this year). Leucojum
aestivum ‘Gravetye Giant’ offers a
mainstay from January until April in a
number of borders together with myriad
varieties of Narcissi (‘February Gold’ and
the wild type Narcissus obvallaris working
well in the extensive areas in Spring).
Later it is the Alliums that are my
stalwarts, Allium aflatunense and A.
‘Purple Sensation’ being favourites.
Our garden is full of features with family
tales attached and whilst we often share the
space with others, it remains a very
personal place.

The Jekyll Border
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Plant Shows – seen from the
inside
Anthony Pugh-Thomas writes - one of the
Spring horticultural highlights each year is
the Rare Plant Fair in the Bishop’s Palace
Gardens at Wells. Members may like to
know what happens behind the scenes.
The Organizers’ view.
Rare Plant Fairs started in the early 1990s
by Derry Watkins of Special Plants (who
also came up with the name), to promote
both her own and other specialist Nurseries
to the wider public. The first was held in
Bath, with 3 Nurseries present but they
have now expanded to about 15. Ian and
Teresa Moss took over in 2014 and the 15
Fairs which take place across the South of
the Country and in South Wales, are now a
thriving part of the horticultural show
calendar. Whilst of course not all the plants
sold at the Fairs are ‘rare’ the majority are
not available in ordinary Garden Centres,
and they are sold by the Nurseries that
grew them and can provide detailed
advice.The organizers try to ensure that
there are sufficient stalls for the customers
to have a good selection of plants but not
so many that the sales are spread too thinly
amongst the Exhibitors. That can be a
difficult balancing act!
The Fairs are popular with Nurseries.
Where there are more applicants than
spaces, those that have supported the Event
previously are given priority with the
remaining spaces being offered to those
that will broaden the range of plants on
offer. Customers will see Nurseries from a
12

wide geographical area, many of which
they would not normally see. Pitch fees are
£40 or £50 depending on the venue.
Whilst some of the Fairs are staged in
venues, like the Bishop’s Palace at Wells,

“Plant Fairs are vitally
important as a means for
small, independent specialist
Nurseries to publicize their
plants and offer them to the
public”
that are open regularly, many are in
privately owned gardens which adds to
their attraction. The entrance fees are
shared with the garden owners.The Rare
Plant Fairs, and similar Fairs organized by
other groups, are vital to ensure that small
Nurseries
continue to
thrive.
The
Exhibitor’s
view.
Hidden
Valley
Nursery was
started by
Peter
Lindley
about 20
years ago
when he

Ian Moss
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and his wife moved to Devon. Peter had
worked for other horticultural businesses
across the world but decided to start his
own Nursery. Although he had a special
interest in trees and shrubs he recognized
that their growing cycle would be too long
for a small enterprise and decided to grow
herbaceous perennials.
The Nursery, close to the RHS garden at
Rosemoor but hidden down a deep Devon
lane, (hence its name), attracts very little
passing trade so most of the selling is
through specialist Plant Fairs and Peter
attends over 30 all over the South-West
(Peter will take between 15 and 30 trays)
during the short selling season that starts in
early March, peaks in late May and peters
out by mid-October. He tries to grow those
which are unusual but not difficult to grow.
Each Fair attracts a different clientele and
he has learned what plants will sell at a
particular venue – for example, if
customers can drive up to a stand they are
more likely to buy larger specimens! The
weather can affect sales significantly –
even if held indoors, poor weather puts
people off and hot weather can stress
plants. Peter comments: - “It s never
perfect” but that is a song that all
gardeners sing. His aim is to return home
with an empty van!
Contact details: Rare Plant Fairs –
www.rareplantfair.co.uk. There are two
more Somerset Fairs in 2014; Lady Farm,
Chelwood, near Bath on 24th August and
Kilver Court, Shepton Mallet,on 31st
August.

Medieval Gardens in Somerset
By James Bond, Author of “Somerset
Parks and Gardens”
Anyone interested in historic gardens
can visit numerous maintained
examples of Edwardian and Victorian
origin. Many of the great eighteenthcentury landscape parks are also
preserved. From earlier periods,
outlines of some of the formal gardens
of the seventeenth and late sixteenth
centuries remain. However, evidence
for medieval gardens is more elusive,
accessible only through documentary
and archaeological research.
Medieval gardens were as varied in
character as gardens of the more recent
past, ranging from the elaborate
pleasure-gardens attached to royal
palaces down to peasant subsistence
plots. The grandest examples were
enclosed within high walls,
emphasizing their exclusive character,
and divided into compartments, with
trelliswork arbours, fountains, ponds,
lawns of rich meadow flora, raised
beds between grid-like patterns of
gravel paths, and a range of plants
introduced from continental Europe.
The monasteries had kept alive
classical traditions of horticulture by
copying the works of Roman and
Byzantine herbalists, and may have
introduced, or reintroduced, new plants
from the Continent from the tenth
century onwards. A small community
of Augustinian Canons, briefly settled
on Steep Holm in the thirteenth
13
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century, may have introduced the
Mediterranean single pink peony,
Pæonia mascula, which still grows
there, along with edible plants such as
alexanders and leeks. Glastonbury
Abbey’s gardener’s accounts in 1333-4
detail purchases of seeds and garden
tools and sales of garden produce,
identifying separate gardens within the
precinct, along with an orchard and
vineyard. In that year the vegetable
garden produced at least 11,000 heads
of garlic and 3 quarters of onions,
along with beans and leeks, though
parts of the gardens were uncultivated,
being grazed or mown for hay. Later
sources record the Sacrist’s flower
garden and the Abbot’s private garden
containing a bay arbour.

The Palaces of the Bishops of Bath
and Wells also had gardens. A survey
of the moated Palace at Wookey in
1557-8 mentions a half-acre garden
and 4! acres of orchards alongside
other seignurial privileges such as a
dovecote and rabbit-warren, and
accounts relating to the garden in
1461-2 record the saffron crocus
14

(introduced into England around
1320), cultivated there in square beds.
The garden at Wells contained a prized
medlar tree, which the Bishop retained
for his use when one of the Canons
acquired part of the plot in 1326.
The popular definition of castles as
fortified sites can distract attention
from the fact that they were also
aristocratic homes with domestic
amenities. At Taunton Castle the
garden was planted with apple trees in
1210-11, also producing leeks and
garlic. At Farleigh Hungerford Castle,
the outline of a sheltered private
garden with a pitched-stone path can
still be seen in a corner of the inner
ward between the curtain wall and the
great hall.
Smaller
Manor
Houses
also
commonly
had
enclosed
gardens,
orchards
and,
occasionally,
vineyards, along with fishponds and
dovecotes; they produced apples and
pears, beans, coleworts, onions, garlic
and leeks. Some town gardens grew
industrial crops such as flax or teazles.
Some trace remains even of peasant
gardens, among the earthworks of
deserted medieval villages.
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The Annual Plant Sale - 1st June
2014
By Anthony Pugh-Thomas
The Trust’s Annual Plant Sale is a key
fund raising event and for the third year
my wife Rosemary and I were glad to host
the Sale at Glebe Court.

donations from Commander Freemantle,
James Harris and Camilla Carter amongst
others. And on the day the Education
Group set up an attractive Bargain
Basement stand.
The burden of preparing for the Sale has
now for some years fallen on David
Freemantle and his team on the Events
Committee. This year, on the Wednesday
before the Sale James Harris delivered
tables and chairs and David provided a

“The Education Group
set up an attractive stall
and members had
offered a good variety of
gardening books for
sale”

As last year, and so as to ensure that we
could offer a wide variety of plants in
good condition, I wrote to and emailed all
members asking for contributions –
gardening books and, labelled plants with
photographs if possible. Unlabelled plants
and those not flowering unless
photographed are difficult to sell, I was
able to contribute a range of plants and
there were major – and generous –

marquee for the teas and extra tables. On
the Thursday, plants were laid out on the
tables and as we found that there were so
many, further tables were required. The
Friday was devoted to checking that all the
pots were free of weeds, all the plants
were priced and as many photographs as
possible were printed – Thanks to Google!
This year, in addition to trees, shrubs,
perennials and some annuals, there were
tables of roses, succulents, cacti (some of
venerable age) and Cymbidium orchids.
Edward Goddard produced an amazing
array of Salvias and there was a separate
section for bulbs and corms. The
Education Group set up an attractive stall
15
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and members had offered a good variety
of gardening books for sale.
Our garden team at Glebe Court had spent
the previous fortnight beavering away - to
good effect judging from the kind
comments of those who walked around the
garden.
On the Sunday morning plant helpers and
tea helpers paraded early to give a final
tweak to the plants and to lay out the tea –
and as with the plants, members had
contributed a range of cakes. An abiding
memory for me will be the sight of
Rosemary Freemantle carefully dolloping
each scone with an appropriate measure of
jam and cream. My wife Rosemary
orchestrated serving the teas – and nonstop it was for all the helpers and for those
washing-up.

The 1st June was a fine day – not too hot
nor too cold, indeed just right for buying
plants and for viewing the garden. The
paddock used for car parking was
crammed – and Lance Patterson made
ingenious use of the available space to
16

ensure that visitors could come in and just
as importantly, get out. Sales of plants,
books and teas were brisk: we will be
offering some of the remaining plants
when we open the garden for the Yellow
Book and for the Red Cross, the proceeds
of plants sales being shared equally with

“next year the Trust will
need to find a new
venue, preferably with an
interesting garden and
good parking”
the Trust and the relevant charity so the
total for the Trust is expected to exceed
£3,000.
The day, although tiring, was very
enjoyable and deemed a success not only
for the visitors but also for all those
involved in organising the Sale, but
perhaps I should sound a cautionary note.
My wife and I think it very unlikely that
we will be able to host the Sale next year
so the Trust will need to find a new venue,
preferably with an interesting garden and
good parking. As many of those
organising the Annual Sale have been
doing so for some years and are, if they
will forgive my saying so, getting no
younger, new younger members must
volunteer to help if the Sales are to
continue. I very much hope that they will,
with the active support of all members,
and that next year’s Sale, marking 25
years of the Trust’s existence, will be a
real bonanza.

The Somerset Gardens Trust
What do our garden surveyors
do?
By Helen Senior, Chair of the Survey and
Planning Group

A major part of the work of the Gardens
Trusts is to identify, survey and record
gardens of historic interest in the County,
both public and private.
How do we go about this? First by
‘walking the ground’, and secondly by
research in libraries and archives.
We would normally make an initial visit
to the garden to see what is there – to look
at the overall layout, establish the
boundaries, and identify features of
interest. These will come under various
headings. In a large park we might find
topographical features - perhaps a lake, an
area of woodland or an avenue of trees.
Under the heading of architectural
features would be grottoes,
summerhouses, and greenhouses. There
might be garden features such as hedges,
ferneries, or mazes, and water features

such as fishponds or fountains. All these
items are recorded on our standard
Garden Survey and Inventory form.
We will then look at documentary
evidence. First of all, there are many
reference books of local history. In
Somerset we are lucky to have two very
good modern surveys of gardens: James
Bond’s “Parks and Gardens of
Somerset” (See also his article in this
edition on Medieval Gardens), and
“Historic Gardens of Somerset” by
Timothy Mowl and Marian Mako. We
would look at the Victoria County
History, which covers most (not all, yet)
of the County. Historic source books
include John Collinson’s “The history and
antiquities of the county of Somerset”,
published in 1790; and there are many
others to be found in the Local History
Library, now housed at the Somerset
Record Office (SRO). A search of the
Libraries West catalogue may yield books
of local history – for example, last year
when researching a garden at North
Cadbury I found a fascinating book on the
history of the parish called “From
Parson’s Quarter to Purgatory: a history
of North Cadbury, Woolston, and
Galhampton, three villages in one
parish”, written by SW Miller and
published locally.
Having looked at published sources, we
can then turn to the Archives. If we are
lucky, the owners will have their own
private archives: however, in many cases
family archives have been deposited in
the SRO or elsewhere. These can turn out
17
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to be absolutely fascinating: to read a
letter written by the owner of
Hestercombe to the owner of Halswell in
the eighteenth century opens a window

“to read a letter written
by the owner of
Hestercombe to the
owner of Halswell in the
eighteenth century
opens a window onto a
different world”
onto a different world. Some
detective work is sometimes
necessary; for example, a few
years ago one of our researchers
working on Brympton d’Evercy
noticed a greenhouse on an old
photograph, and was able to
establish the name of the
manufacturer (still in existence in
Bristol), and then found that the
greenhouse had been moved to a
garden nearby, and was still there
– a link with the past. You never
know what you might find! Duncan
Chalmers will describe one difficult
research in his article in the next edition.
Maps are important. The SRO holds 1st
and 2nd series Ordnance Survey maps,
Tithe Maps, and, if you are lucky, estate
18

maps, which can all yield a great deal of
information.
These days, of course, the internet is a
hugely important and useful tool. While it
is not absolutely necessary to be online in
order to do research, it can be very
helpful. For example, the Victoria County
History is now online, as are many other
old books. One can search archives
through the National Archives Website
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a), which
will tell you of any items of interest in
most archives in the Country, including
private ones. Some families have set up
their own family history websites, even if
they no longer own the house concerned,
as I found at North Cadbury; these will
contain reminiscences and personal
accounts.

Halswell - sans gardens
The historic research will then be
summarised in a historic account of the
garden, which is attached to the survey
form, together with photocopies of the
source material, if it is thought interesting.
We also include an account of the current
use and condition of the garden, including
notes on outstanding plants, notable
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rarities, and particularly fine specimens,
together with their planting dates, if
known. We also include photographs.
The ‘Significance’ of a garden has become
important recently. I will describe this in
an article in the Autumn edition.
To help our surveyors find their way
through this wealth of material, we hand
out a ‘Surveyors’ Pack,’ which contains all
kinds of useful information on how to go
about researching a garden. I have recently
started including an extract from the Parks
and Gardens UK Volunteer Training
Manual, which is very comprehensive - so
much so that I issue it with a health
warning, as it might look rather daunting!
It does, however, contain masses of useful
information and advice. It is downloadable
from www.parksandgardens.org - follow
links to ‘Research and Record,’ then to
‘Training Manual.’ (Under ‘Research and

“If you are interested in
joining our Surveyors’
Team, I would be
delighted to hear from
you ... Previous survey
or research experience
is not necessary”
Record’ you will also find a fascinating
illustrated glossary, for those who want to
know the difference between an urn, a vase
and a tazza, or find out what a dingle is). I
also have copies of a book, “Researching a
Garden’s History: a Guide to Documentary
and Published Sources”, which gives a
great deal of information.
If you are interested in
joining our Surveyors’ Team,
I would be delighted to hear
from you. I work with new
Surveyors to show them the
ropes and help with any
problems. Previous survey
or research experience is not
necessary. I would eventually
like to develop a system
where new researchers work
with experienced ones, but in
the meantime there is plenty
of support and information
available.

Brympton D’Evercy - gardens
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How do we assess Grant
Applications from Schools?
By Sheila Rabson, Chair of the Education
Group
Following an advert on Somerset County
Council’s website, an enormous number of
schools made contact about our Education
grants. Some may see it as an easy source
of money for a school but, more usually,
the application is made by a hard-pressed
member of staff who runs the School
Garden Club or may be an enthusiastic
gardener and wants to get a project started.
Our first response is to send them an
application form and to direct them to the
SGT’s Website. They are informed that we
are a registered charity and are governed
by Charity Commission rules on the giving
of grants i.e. we must be furthering the
aims of the SGT. The forms must be
returned with a fully completed scheme on
the aims of the project, how this is to be
achieved, the cost of works and plants,
how the project will benefit the school etc.
We are open for all schools to approach us
but the majority of applications are from
junior schools where there is a requirement
for “outside the classroom education”
within the curriculum.
At the next Committee Meeting all the
projects are looked at and some are
instantly rejected e.g. they have not
supplied full details, the scheme has no
historic garden connection, the aim is
unrealistic within the budget or has no
hope of being achieved and maintained in
the future. The Committee will then
arrange to visit each school to meet the
20

teacher concerned (and often the children
of the Gardening Club) and to look at the
available site for the scheme. We will then
discuss each project and allocate, or reject,
a grant to the scheme. In previous editions
of this Magazine you will have seen
examples of the projects we have
supported.

“there is a requirement
for ‘outside the
classroom education’
within the curriculum”
It is the Education Group’s firm belief that
you need to start the children growing and
producing plants before they can get into
the next stages of garden design, having an
awareness of landscape or the history of
gardening. Certainly some schools have
gone from gardening to visiting some of
the wonderful gardens on offer in the area
and we have supported their applications
towards travel and entrance fees. We are
currently in the stage of receiving grant
applications at the moment and we will
enjoy visiting new schools and helping
them
getting
more
children
into the
joy of
gardening
and
getting
dirty!
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Lakeland Trip - July 2014
By Annabelle Chisholm

undergoing a heroic restoration, including
some of the original garden lay-outs. The
commanding views over the surrounding
countryside were much admired.

The Lakeland Trip was an unqualified
success. John
The house and
Townson
garden at
had
Dalmain (see
arranged
front cover)
every
had the
detail,
elusive
perfect
quality of
timings and
charm – a
a
romantic
wonderful
plantsman’s
scenic
garden with
drive past
masses of
three of the
old-fashioned
famous
roses,
lakes.
Campanulas
Camilla
and many
Carter had
scented
Dalmain
The
long
sleep
organised
Philadelphus.
fantastic
Alas, we were
weather
just
too
late
for
the
famed
blue
Himalayan
almost throughout, and the six
poppies.
incomparable (in both senses) gardens
visited. Nearly all had glorious settings
Wednesday was time for Holker Hall, a
which added to their sense of place and
magnificent Cavendish-owned garden of
history.
25 acres. Though essentially a Spring
garden it was beautifully maintained with
First off was Gresgarth owned by
some splendid Chatsworth-like features
Arabella Lennox-Boyd, the renowned
and the handsome Victorian house was
designer. 25 acres of skilful landscaping
well worth visiting. (As it is close to
and superb plantmanship confirmed that
Morecambe Bay we were happy to have
this had rightly been the first destination of
potted shrimps for lunch!)
choice for many: terraces, borders,
woodland and water were all exceptional.

Next Lowther Castle, a neo-Gothick ruin
with 350 years of fascinating history. After
being left almost derelict, it is now

Then back 200 years to Levens Hall, the
only one with an inward looking intimate
feel. The 300-year old Topiary Garden was
a miracle of green and gold, of light and
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Mill House and Farrs
By Camilla Carter
The Trust’s first outing this season was to
Dorset, to the Mill House at Netherbury,
home of the Ryans. The Mill must have
been profitable in its heyday because
attached is a pretty Queen Anne house
with a shell canopy door. After welcoming
us with coffee we were allowed to wander
at will.

Gresgarth Bower

The Millstream was informally planted but
immaculate. Orchards filled with fruit and
flowering trees were usefully labelled. A
small walled garden had been built with a
delightful rill and pond, sheltering a sitting
area. Behind the House, sloping lawns had
been terraced and designed by Peggy
Curnow to great effect. After picnicking in
the Garden, we returned to Beaminster to
meet John and Jennie Makepeace at Farrs
where they moved thirteen years ago from
Parnham House.

shade. Every part of the garden was
thoughtful and beautiful, largely due to the
care of an exceptional head gardener of
over 25 years standing.
On our way home we stopped at Tatton
Park, a huge and very successful
enterprise. The gardens contained many
fine trees and an outstanding Japanese
garden. The Conservatory and (Paxton)
Fernery were also much admired.
We returned home safely in the hands of
our excellent driver after a most inspiring
trip.
A huge thank you to Camilla and John for
organizing this trip.
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Mill House

Jennie showed us her garden which is
largely vegetables, flowers, a recentlyrepaired fruit cage and greenhouse. There
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was also an intriguing straw house covered
in Clematis, the rich pink ‘Broughton
Star’. Jennie told us how to make one - it
requires a wooden frame filled with small
bales of straw tied through, and then
roofed and lime plastered. We passed their
iconic grass garden with summer house
and pool; the Stipa and Miscanthus would
be at their best later in the season.

with substantial gardens that fell into
serious neglect after WW2. Its large-scale
gardens have been rescued and rebuilt over
the last fourteen years. There is an
outstanding new classical house designed
by Quinlan Terry in place of the old
building.

John chatted about his furniture, and their
paintings and textiles. Everything had been
made by himself or an artist, and all had
been carefully chosen. He is still designing
furniture of the highest quality. We
finished with cups of tea in the kitchen
before returning home. It had been a lovely
day out.

Farrs

Ferne Park
By Susan Hatherell
The Trust had a rare opportunity to visit
Ferne Park with a personally guided tour
by Lady Rothermere.
Ferne Park was a large Georgian house

Our tour began in an orchard of quince
trees underplanted with a wild flower
garden which included yellow rattle
introduced from seed from Great Dixter,
and wild orchids. Lady Rothermere,
hugely knowledgeable herself, had enlisted
the help of Chelsea designer, Rupert
Golby, in redesigning the Garden. The two
double rows of lime trees stretching into
the distance dominated the view. Each tree
had been invisibly staked with
biodegradable supports.
Our Guide was very concerned with the
box blight which had hit her numerous box
hedges, and was experimenting with
alternatives before her Parterre at the back
of the House succumbed to the disease.
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The pond in the front, with its substantial
fountain, was flanked by yew obelisks
brought from Italy.
The sunken walled garden produced a gasp
of wonderment on entering it through the
top gate. Rose-covered terraces surround a
disguised swimming pool with a
magnificent statue. We were led through a
Palladian-style summer house flanked by a
pair of Paulownias (or possibly Catalpas)

“The sunken walled
graden ... produced a
gasp of wonderment on
entering it through the
top gate”
to a waterfall-fed lake.
The present kitchen garden was
conveniently and immaculately planted
closer to the House, inspired by Rosemary
Verey. Its gate’s amusing design
incorporated old garden implements.

from 1604, with a brick front added in the
mid-18th century.
Mr John Manser, the present owner,
welcomed us and gave a brief history of
Chisenbury. He and his wife have lived
there for 20 years and part of his plans
included the replanting of the two long
borders in the forecourt, which were
designed in 2009 by Tom Stuart-Smith. A
mix of summer flowering perennials,
including Echinacea, Eremurus, Salvia,
Campanula, Helenium, Dahlia, Sedum,
Allium, Veronicastrum, Vernonia and the
lofty Stipa gigantea, complement the
House beautifully. Mr Manser is assisted
by 1.5 gardener, although I spotted more!
The five-acre mature garden is the creation
of a series of owners, including Alastair
and Mary Anne Robb who later moved to
Cothay Manor, and comprises a Rondel of
Cupressus, Stone Garden, White Garden,
Parterre, Carp Pond, Wildflower Meadow,
Bowling Alley, Woodruff Corner and Mill
Leat carved out from the River Avon. The

The afternoon concluded with the most
delicious cream tea and cakes.
We are very grateful to Camilla Carter for
arranging this outstanding and memorable
visit.

CHISENBURY PRIORY,
WILTSHIRE
By Jenny Hawksley
What a wonderful sight greeted us as we
walked into the drive at Chisenbury Priory,
an ancient site. The present house dates
24

planting is inspired, with many fine trees,
shrubs, perennials, climbers and bulbs with
yew and box hedging and topiary. The
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clump and flint walls set off the roses and
Clematis superbly.

John Manser has added pieces of sculpture
with a decorative steel bridge over the leat,
a rose-covered steel pergola with ogee
arches and a domed steel treiallage.
This beautiful garden provided much of
interest on this lovely summer’s day.

Houghton Lodge, Stockbridge,
Hampshire
By Liz Buckingham
Houghton Lodge was an inspired
substitution for the disappointingly last
minute cancelled visit to Sting’s Lake
House. A jolly
‘bring and
share’ picnic
was enjoyed by
all, opposite a
field of Broad
Beans
exotically
labelled ‘for
human
consumption
destined for
Egypt’.

Houghton Lodge, a cottage ornée (or
decorated cottage), was built in 1793,
possibly by John Nash who designed
Brighton Pavilion, as a fashionable rural
retreat for the Pitt-Rivers family. It is a
charming summer residence with all rooms
opening out to the lawns. The estate,
owned by the Busk family since 1910,
comprises five acres of formal and
informal gardens and around 12 acres of
meadow walks.
Formal and informal gardens surround the
House, meandering down to the River Test,
renowned for its trout fishing (did Isaak
Walton fish there?). There is an early 19th
century walled kitchen garden with many
greenhouses. One of these is now an
hydroponicum, where a wide variety of
plants grow in nutrient-rich water solution
without soil. An adjoining display house
contains a cosseted collection of many
types of orchid, some flowering
spectacularly. This garden was a riot of
colour with arches of Rosa ‘American
Pillar’, purple Clematis ‘Jackmanii’ and a
Sarah Raven pictorial flower meadow
containing white Ammi majus, red poppies
and blue cornflowers (see her article in the
November 2013 edition). A very long
wavy herbaceous border outside the walled
garden leads to the Peacock Topiary
Garden decorated with elaborate box
topiary scrolls and a handsome metal
peacock.
Close to the landing stage by the river is a
quirky topiary dragon which puffs steam at
unsuspecting visitors. Finally, the hidden
grotto was worth seeking out for a cool rest
before heading home.
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The Gardens of Venice and the Veneto
published by Frances Lincoln
ISBN 978-0-7112-3404-8 - £35
By Anthony Pugh-Thomas

few Romantic gardens in the Veneto that are
untouched by (Japelli’s) scenic genius, but
none is as unashamedly arcane and as
bizarrely spectacular as that of Valmarana”.
Many enjoy spectacular water features. And
do you restore gardens to their antique
splendour where the desire for historical
accuracy can conflict with later accretions?
As Count Nivolo of Villa Fracanzan Piovene
explained “it
was difficult for
my wife to
imagine the
garden without
the fussy
bedding plants
so beloved of
her uncle and
aunt that have
since fallen
firmly out of
fashion, but
should that
mean that they
no longer have
a place here? ”

Jenny Condie, an art historian with Alex
Ramsay as photographer, has produced a
marvellous book on gardens in Venice itself
and the old Venetian territories. The author
provides clear
details of the
owners,
historic and
present, the
designers and
the architects
of each of the
21 houses that
are described
and illustrated.
You are
encouraged to
seek out the
labyrinth
behind the
Church of San
Giorgio
Villa Fracanzan Piovene
Maggiore, the
Some of these
gardens of the
gardens are vast
Redentore, the garden of the Palazzo Soranzo
but the smaller Villa Valmarana ai Nani has
Cappello and the gardens of the Fondazione
the attraction of frescos by Giambattista and
Querini Stamplia where the traditional
Giandomenico Tiepolo. Most surprising of all
elements of stone, water and evergreens have
is the Giardino Jacquard at Schio and Parco di
been worked with brick, cast concrete and
Villa Rossi at Santorso, built by Alessandro
wrought iron.
Rossi who, having inspected England’s dark
satanic mills and the model villages of New
From Venice the book progresses as far as
Lanark and Saltaire, constructed a garden city
Vicenza. The Villa Pisani at Stra has a
for his employees.
labyrinth that is “a source of merriment – and
sometimes anguish – for today’s visitors”.
There are some unusual gardens, “There are
26

Take the book and Go.

Brambles
Christopher Bond
Who can love brambles or even accept them,
with nettles the pariahs of every garden?
Viciously thorned, even in winter,
suppressing the virtuous in summer,
impenetrable to gardeners nature’s own barbed wire shooting aerial harpoons
into the fertile soil beyond,
invisible today, a twisted tower tomorrow,
a hiding place for rapacious rabbits.
Pull on the thorn proof gloves!
Out with the billhook!
Cut a passage through,
and expose the barren ground below.
Dig out the roots and win the tug of war.
Warm work on a winter’s day.
Admire how good can come out of bad now a calm and satisfying space

every metre full and well-behaved a miraculous transformation,
the ghosts of brambles well banished.
Obvious, yet should all be swept away?
A world without brambles no blackberry and apple crumble,
no winter fruit for birds,
no flower nectar for butterflies and bees,
no shelter for the shy primrose from cows,
and what of our medicines that use their
genes?
So proceed with caution nature is not to be ignored
in the interests of tidy good order.
Brambles should have their place
in country gardens, tolerated and welcomed kept within their space,
cut down in winter,
enjoyed in summer.
But don’t ever turn your back!

For dedicated plant lovers anywhere south of
the Midlands, the only place to be is at one of
our Sunday plant fairs. Always at a fantastic
Venue, and with refreshments available.
See our website for more detailed information.

Sunday 24th August,
Lady Farm, Chelwood, Nr Bath
BS39 4NN
Sunday 31st August,
Kilver Court, Shepton Mallet,
Somerset BA4 5NF
www.rareplantfair.co.uk
information line: 0845 468 1368
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Events for the remainder of 2014

Tuesday
15th August

Coach Trip to Bristol Botanical Gardens
and Arnos Vale Cemetery

Monday
8th September

AGM and visit to Bradon Farm,
Isle Brewers

Friday
September

Afternoon visit to Pen Mill Farm,
Pen Selwood

Tuesday
18th November

Evening Supper Lecture
‘Capability Brown and the Gift of
Landscape’- Steffie Shields

12th
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