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From the Editors
It has been a good Autumn. The low sun 
has lit the tree colours magnificently – we 
have not seen such buttery yellows and 
rich red leaves for many years. A good 
preparation for the gardens’ long winter 
sleep ahead of us. This Edition of the SGT 
Magazine looks back at the celebrations of 
our twenty-fifth anniversary with pleasure 
– the Party at Halswell House, the special 
bumper Summer edition of this Magazine 
and the feature article in Somerset Life; 
and forward to the new year with the 
Cornish Tour and other exciting events to 
look forward to. Meanwhile here is some 
interesting winter reading in this Edition.
Christopher and Lindsay Bond
bondchristopher@btconnect.com

From the Chairman
Dear Members,
We	had	a	wonderful	Annual	General	
Meeting	at	Halswell	Park,	Nr	Bridgwater	
and	celebrated	our	25th	Anniversary	in	
style.	Our	host,	Edward	Strachan,	could	
not	have	been	more	helpful	and	
charming;	he	spoke	for	half	an	hour	
about	his	plans	for	the	House.	He	owns	a	

London	Art	Gallery	called	Sphinx	and	
intends	to	have	an	extension	of	this	
Gallery,	selling	old	masters,	open	to	the	
public	in	the	main	House.		After	joining	
members	to	toast	the	Trust	with	a	glass	
of	Prosecco,	Edward	took	us	for	a	tour	of	
the	Garden.	He	was	so	enthused	by	our	
interest	that	he	plans	to	start	garden	
restoration	very	shortly!	We	finished	the	
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afternoon	with	a	delicious	afternoon	
tea,	with	the	most	perfect	sandwiches,	
scones	and	cream,	and	the	fluffiest	
Victoria	sponges	and	other	delicious	
cakes	and	lashings	of	tea.	We	have	to	
thank	Diana	Hebditch	for	organising	the	
tea	and	David	Freemantle	and	his	team	
for	organising	the	afternoon.	
We	are	looking	for	Volunteers.	Helen	
Senior	and	the	Survey	group	are	looking	
for	a	new	member	or	two	to	join	them	-	
there	would	be	some	training	to	help	if	
they	were	interested;	and	Diana	
Hebditch,	who	is	taking	over	the	Events	
Committee	from	David	Freemantle	in	
2016,	would	welcome	someone	who	
might	be	interested	in	organising	
outings	or	doing	a	bit	of	cooking	for	our	
lectures	or	evening	parties.	Please	
contact	me	if	you	would	like	to	know	
more.

Lucy	Nelson,	High	Sheriff,	and	Nigel	Cox	
from	Cannington	College,	have	informed	
me	(as	the	Trust	has	shown	interest	in	
their	plans	for	Horticultural	Bursaries)	
that	the	plan	is	to	offer	an	International	
Travel/Research	Scholarship	of	up	to	
£3,000	to	a	student,	who	is	progressing	
at	Higher	Education	level.	This	will	raise	
the	profile	of	the	Horticulture	
Department	at	Cannington	and	
encourage	more	Students	to	pursue	a	
career	in	it.	Lucy	would	also	like	there	
to	be	a	few,	less	high	profile,	Travel	and	
Training	Bursaries	for	HND	students.	
Finally	you	will	find	booking	details	
with	this	Magazine	for	the	Cornish	
Gardens	visit	next	April.	There	has	
already	been	interest	in	this	trip	shown	
by	Members	so	do	please	contact	me	if	
you	would	like	to	come.				
 Camilla Carter

The Somerset Gardens Trust

Headline Events for 2016
To start, an Interesting Talk at Batcombe in early March

Visit to Burton Pynsent to celebrate the 200th anniversary the birth of 
Lancelot “Capability” Brown

The Cornish Tour - 7 – 11 April (details enclosed with this edition)
Lots of Private Gardens Visits with colour and keen owners in the 

Summer months are in the process of being finalized
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Plant Hunting in Patagonia
Hilary Little shows that hunting for rare 
and unusual plants is alive and well
“What do you mean Charles de Gaulle 
airport is closed due to snow?” It was 
2005 and I had just arrived at London 
Heathrow to meet a group of Alpine 
Garden Society plant enthusiasts I was 
taking on a trip to Patagonia with Air 
France. Twenty-four hours later we met 
again in Buenos Aires. After protracted 
negotiations, I had eventually secured 
flights for most of the party with American 
Airlines, although we had had to fly from 
Gatwick via Atlanta! The rest had flown 
via Sao Paulo because visa issues meant 
they could not land in the USA. Not only 
had we missed our connecting flights, they 

didn’t exist, thanks to a strike by 
Aerolineas Argentinas. After some frantic 
phone calls I was able to tell the group: 
“The good news is we have a minibus to 
take us to our hotel in Puerto Madryn; the 
bad news is - it’s 1500km and we have to 
drive through the night”. Seventeen hours 
later, at 7am, we arrived. 

Having showered 
and breakfasted, 
we then drove 
400km round the 
Valdez Peninsula 
seeing Magellanic 
p e n g u i n s , 
armadillos, little 
owl s , e l ephan t 
seals basking on 
the beaches beside 
the Atlantic Ocean 
and killer whales 
prowling those 
s a m e w a t e r s 
looking for young 
seal pups to eat. 
Next day we drove 
600km across the 
b r e a d t h o f 

The Somerset Gardens Trust

‘Under huge, wide, 
open skies we revelled 
in the sweet perfume of 
Junellia thymifolia and 
J. toninii’

Ranunculus semiverticillatus



6

Argentina to start our botanical tour! 

On that particular trip we experienced a 
variety of plant habitats. On the drive 
West, our route followed the course of the 
Río Chubut, one of the few rivers which 

flows East from the Andes to the Atlantic 
Ocean.  Much of the land appeared bare, 
but on closer scrutiny was covered by 
tough grasses and low-growing xerophytic 
shrubs. As we approached the mountains, 
the steppe vegetation became richer. Under 
huge, wide, open skies we revelled in the 
sweet perfume of Junellia thymifolia and J. 
toninii, both members of the Verbena 
family, and admired mats of the cactus 
Maihuenia patagonica with pink,  tissue 
paper-like flowers. As it was spring, 
Adesmia campestris and A. guttulifera, 
members of the pea family, were covered 
in golden yellow flowers. Calceolaria 
polyrhiza flourished here too.

On reaching the beautiful Argentine Lake 
District, we climbed snow-capped 
mountains around Esquel, Bariloche and 
San Martín de los Andes to see spectacular 
Andean treasures such as Viola sacculus, 

o n e o f t h e 
‘rosulate’  violas 
with rosettes of 
succulent leaves 
l i k e a 
sempervivum and 
white flowers. 
Nearby, a most 
b e a u t i f u l 
b u t t e r c u p , 
R a n u n c u l u s 
semiverticillatus 
grew in the steep 
screes. We sailed 
West on Lago 
Nahuelhuapi to 
Puerto Blest to 
e x p l o r e t h e 
rainforest with 

The Somerset Gardens Trust

‘Here, we botanised on 
the slopes of still-active 
volcanoes and 
discovered yet more 
beautiful plants, some 
of which were previously 
undescribed and new to 
science’
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impressive specimens of Austrocedrus 
chilensis (Chilean incense cedar),  Fitzroya 
cupressoides (Patagonian cypress) and 
Azara lanceolata, an attractive shrub with 
clusters of small yellow flowers. 

Finally, we headed north into more arid 
climes where the descendants of Jurassic 
Araucaria araucana (Monkey Puzzle) 
forests still persist. Here,  we botanised on 
the slopes of still-active volcanoes and 
discovered yet more beautiful plants, some 
of which were previously undescribed and 
new to science. However, our adventures 
in this ‘Land of the Volcanoes’ are another 
story! 

Hilary Little has been travelling to 
Patagonia on a regular basis for over 20 
years and is the lead author of 
‘Patagonian Mountain Flower Holidays’ 
and a contributor to ‘Flowers of the 
Patagonian Mountains’. Both books are 
available from the Alpine 
Garden Society via i ts 
w e b s i t e a t 
www.alpinegardensociety.net

The Wincanton 
Community Peace 
Garden 
David Winter describes why 
and how it happened
The Wincanton Quaker 
M e e t i n g h a d b e e n 
considering building a Peace 
Garden in its grounds for 
some time. It was only when 
the piece of land in question 

had become available that the concept 
became a possibility. The site was 
completely overgrown and clearance 
revealed a jumble of old stone and 
decay ing conc re t e t oge the r w i th 
accumulated rubbish and bonfire residue.  

We took the decision to proceed in early 
2014 when the local community was 
canvassed as to whether there was support 
for a garden. When there was a positive 
response, funding was sought. We 
commenced work on 6th January this year 
and it was completed in a month.  

The whole garden has been designed to be 
labour saving. The North end of the 
Garden is defined by a low double red 
brick wall in which a number of 
honeysuckles were planted to climb the 
trelliswork including an archway into the 
Garden; Alyssum and Lobelia were planted

cont. on p.9

The Somerset Gardens Trust
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The Somerset Gardens Trust

 

The Trust celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary in style 
at Halswell House in September. The Sun shone, 
members smiled and raised a toast to the future.
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in between. A curving path was laid in the 
shingle to take the eye away from the 
surrounding straight walls. A raised half-
moon bed was built within the curve and 
was heavily planted with an emphasis on 
fragrance and herbs which included 
Daphne, Phlox, Rosemary, Verbena, 
Dianthus and Hebe ‘Fragrant Jewel’, with 
an Amelanchier as the centre piece.  This 
bed is flanked by lavender along the entire 
wall with rambling roses opposite.     

We hope that residents and visitors to 
Wincanton will benefit from time spent in 
a peaceful garden set in the  middle of the 
Town.  

The Gardens Trust Merger
The Editors describe the merger of the 
Association of Gardens Trusts and The 
Garden History Society
Introduction
On 24 July 2015 The Association of 
Gardens Trusts (AGT) and The Garden 
History Society (GHS) voted to merge into 
one body called ‘The Gardens Trust’.  This 
article explains the reasons for the merger, 

and its impact on County Gardens Trusts 
including the SGT.

The Association of Gardens Trusts
The Association is the national umbrella 
body of the County Gardens Trusts. 
(CGTs). It acts a forum for CGTs to 
exchange best practice in surveying and 
conservation of gardens, supporting 
schools through encouragement and grants 

The Somerset Gardens Trust

‘A raised half-moon bed 
was built within the 
curve and was heavily 
planted with an 
emphasis on fragrance 
and herbs’

What are the aims of the new 
merged body ? 

• To speak with a more powerful 
voice for the protection of 
parks, gardens and designed 
landscape;

• To p l a y a k e y g a r d e n 
conservat ion role in the 
planning system as a statutory 
consultee;

• To p r o v i d e s u p p o r t t o 
strengthen the local activity of 
the County  and Country 
Gardens Trusts;

• To be an internationally 
regarded centre of excellence 
in the study of garden history; 
and

• To live within the means of the 
merged organisation and be 
financially sustainable over the 
long term.
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and for the Magazines and information 
which each CGT produces. It also provides 
central services to them such as the Annual 
Conference and insurance.  The CGTs are 
financially independent of it.

The Garden History Society
The Society focuses on the academic study 
of gardening (producing a highly regarded 
Magazine on this) and on campaigning on 
the conservation of important gardens on 
Historic England’s Register – as such it is a 
s t a t u t o r y c o n s u l t e e o f p l a n n i n g 
applications affecting them and financially 
supported by Historic England.

What does The Gardens Trust say ?
Dominic Cole OBE, the first President of 
the new body, said “I never really 
understood why we had two organisations 
doing much the same thing.  Now the 
combined memberships of all the CGTs, all 
that knowledge and enthusiasm, can be 

merged with the specialist expertise and 
academic clout of the old GHS to become 
much more e f f ec t i ve no t jus t in 
conservation but in actively campaigning 
to protect our designed landscapes. I 
believe that this merger is a great 
opportunity for both organisations”.

What did the SGT think about the 
Merger ?
Stuart Senior reports on behalf of SGT 
Council – 

“At the AGT  AGM in July County Gardens 
Trusts were asked to vote on the proposed 
merger with the GHS on the basis of a 
Business Plan and an associated Q&A 
document which the Merger team had 
produced.  It was the unanimous view of 
your Council that the Business Plan did not 
constitute a compelling case for merger: it 
lacked key elements of a good plan, 
namely how and when the financial 

f o r t u n e s o f t h e m e rg e d 
organisation would be turned 
round (both the AGT and GHS 
posted a loss in the prior year) 
and who the key players would 
be to take the organisation 
forward (they were to be 
elected after the Merger mostly 
from the GHS). The plan was 
also very light on timelines and 
effort.

Council noted that an academic 
society and an association of 
gardening clubs were somewhat 
‘chalk and cheese’  and while 
there was some overlap in the 

The Somerset Gardens Trust

Meeting to sign the merger document at our 
Newcastle Conference.
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area of researching, documenting and 
protecting the designed landscape this was 
not of itself a sufficient reason for 
merger. Council’s other concern was that 
with historically declining GHS member 
numbers, the merged organisation would 
need to raise fees. This year membership 
of the AGT has cost SGT £465. We also 
source our insurances through the AGT at 
an additional cost of £125 and at Council 
there was a lengthy discussion about value 
for money for individual members of the 
SGT whose sole direct benefit is the annual 
summary of what is happening in other 
Trusts.

In the event, at the AGT AGM, 20 CGTs 
voted for the merger but eight (i.e. 29%), 
including Somerset, felt unable to support 
it. At a subsequent meeting of the GHS the 
motion to merge with the AGT was carried 
by 131 votes in favour and 7 (i.e.  5%) 
against.”

Water Gardening in Schools
Sheila Rabson, Chair of the Education 
Group, explains how to do it
Many schools have made attempts at 
having a pond area but few have achieved 
anything that could be called successful. 
Too often the area of water is far too small 
with little open water showing.  Children 
are kept away from the pond by small rails 
or even, in one case, posts and rails four 
feet high and with the added protection of 
chicken wire. Health and safety is often 
quoted as being the reason behind this 
attitude but no-one can ever quote which 
part of the Act covers this area. Children 
could be learning so much from pond 
dipping,  insect observation and general 
‘messing around in water’ that it seems a 
shame to deny them the opportunity 
through over-zealous protection.

It is sensible to have as large an area of 
water as possible.  Hopefully this would 
allow some deeper sections so that a range 
o f c r e a t u r e s a n d p l a n t s c a n b e 
accommodated.  Larger sized ponds will 
also offer the creatures/fish the chance to 
escape to a quieter area when activity is 
taking place around the edges. This may 
mean that the area will need to be fenced 
off from play areas so that there is no 
chance of any accidental falls into the 
water.  Woven living willow or a thick 
shrub area with an access gate could make 
an effective fence to act as protection.   
This would also give interest around the 
area and provide habitats for nature.

A sloping site is not a disadvantage as it 
could be levelled to provide a pond.   

The Somerset Gardens Trust

What happens next ?
The Council has noted the result 
of the merger vote. It  will now 
monitor how the new body 
functions and manages its finances 
in order to decide whether to stay 
in it, or to leave it. The Chairman - 
“It will be interesting to see how 
the TGT has moved forward when 
I attend the first post-merger 
London Meeting on November 
24th. I think that Somerset should 
give the Trust some time to settle 
before making a decision as to 
whether we leave or stay”.
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Leaving one side to continue to slope 
would allow the children to lie on the grass 
and have their faces looking into the water 
so they could observe the water, and 
what was living in it, at very close 
range. An open site is the best as 
falling leaves may cause problems 
b u t s h a d e i s a l s o e s s e n t i a l , 
particularly if the pond is shallow. 
Shade could be provided by a 
walkway over the water, plants and 
shrubs or even clever siting of 
information boards etc.  Getting a 
good balance of plants,  creatures, sun 
etc. is essential to keeping the water 
clear and preventing it from getting 
algae and its associated problems.

Some schools have excellent ponds with a 
large access and observation area for the 
pupils. One such is Highbridge Church 

School where the pond area is part of a 
range of habitats including a forest glade, 
allotment and raised beds. The school 

building is new but they 
were able to retain part 
of the previous school’s 
grounds. This means that 
there were mature trees 
and shrubby areas to 
start off the landscaping. 
The pond had many 
different plants sourced 
from the teacher in 
charge, the parents and 
garden centres. They had 
a good balance between 
bog and pond plants, 
f lowering and non-
f l o w e r i n g a n d t h i s 
allowed a long season of 

interest for the pupils as well as being a 
resource for nature study. 

The Somerset Gardens Trust

“Children could be learning 
so much from pond dipping, 
insect observation and 
general ‘messing around in 
water’ that it seems a 
shame to deny them the 
opportunity through over-
zealous protection.”
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The Somerset Gardens Trust

SGT Visit to Stavordale Priory
Members of the Trust enjoyed a delicious 
tea after one of the most perfect late 
September afternoons visiting Stavordale 
Priory at Charlton Musgrove, the home of 

Sir Cameron Mackintosh and Michael Le 
Poer Trench. We were welcomed by Jez 
Stamp, Young Horticulturist of 2013, who 
joined the team of gardeners there last year 
and answered all our questions about this 
wonderful English country garden.

New book - “Useful Tips” - by (Lady) Deborah Cassidi

This book covers a large number of subjects including a 
good section on gardening.
It is available at St Margaret’s Hospice shops and at the 
Taunton and Yeovil branches of Waterstones, price £9.99
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The perfect gift
from just £10.99

SAVE up 

to 38%

12 issues a year

��SAVE 38% by Direct Debit – from  
 just £10.99 every six months

��Or £26.99 by credit/debit card  
 for 12 issues – SAVING 24%

Lines are open 8am – 9.30pm Mon to Fri, 8am – 4pm Sat. BT calls to 0844 cost no more than 5p/min plus a 15p call set up fee, calls from mobiles usually cost more.  
T&Cs: Gift subscriptions start with the first issue published in 2016. Your gift card will be sent to you once the order has been processed, for you to give on Christmas day. Order two or more  

subscriptions and save £2.50 off each subscription. We must receive your order by 05/12/15 to guarantee you will receive your gift card before Christmas. Personal orders will start with the next  
available issue, unless stated otherwise. FREE UK delivery. Direct Debit is a UK only offer. Please call +44 (0)1858 438840 for overseas delivery rates. Offer ends 31/12/15.

EASY WAYS TO ORDER
www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/SGT
0844 848 4211 quoting WMMXS15A 

 ©
 H

yr
m

an
, M

ax
bo

ro
vk

ov
 – 

Dr
ea

m
st

im
e.c

om

Treat a loved one to a gift subscription this Christmas and 
receive a FREE 12 month membership to The Gourmet Society

FREE 
Gourmet 

Society Plus  
membership 

– worth 
£69.95



15

To ban or not to ban?
Juliette Roseveare, garden 
designer, looks at plant and tree 
imports into the UK
British gardens have long been 
the envy of the world but we 
are under threat; we need to be 
vigilant.  Our temperate climate 
means plants from all over the 
World are happy to establish 
themselves and thrive in the 
United Kingdom and what we 
see today when we visit 
Hidcote or Sissinghurst, or just 
look at our own gardens, owes 
m u c h t o t h e s p e c i m e n s 
introduced by plant hunters 
since the 16th century. All of 
this global variety, however, 
now comes at a price

Over the past 40 years the 
horticultural industry has 
grown exponentially with a proliferation 
of gardening programmes, garden centres 

and mail order catalogues. To contend 
with an ever-increasing demand,  many 
suppliers import plants in large quantities 
from mainland Europe and the USA where 
the climate is more conducive to rapid 
growth and because it is more cost 
effective. As a consequence Dutch Elm 
Disease, (Ophiostoma Ulmi) - identified in 
Holland in 1921 - was introduced into the 
UK, in a vigorous form, in 1967 with a 
shipment of Ulna Thomasii from North 
America. 25 million trees were lost in this 
country alone. Chalara (Ash dieback), 
known in Europe since 1851, was first 
identified in a nursery in Buckinghamshire 
in 2012. How it was introduced is not 
certain, as the spores are windblown, and 

 

The Somerset Gardens Trust

“Our plants are under 
constant threat from 
alien fungi, pathogens 
and insects, too many 
to mention here, with 
few of them treatable or 
curable”

Ash Dieback
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spread is rapid and devastating. Our plants 
are under constant threat from alien fungi, 
pathogens and insects, too many to 
mention here, with few of them treatable 
or curable.

The Department for 
Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs 
(Defra) sets controls 
and restrictions on the 
import,  movement and 
keeping of certain 
plants, plant pests and 
p l a n t i n g m a t e r i a l 
i n c l u d i n g s o i l . 
C o n t r o l s v a r y , 
however, according to 
species. Some are 
c l a s s i f i e d a s 
quarantine organisms, 
m a y n e e d a 
p h y t o s a n i t a r y 
certificate, a plant 
p a s s p o r t a n d / o r 
i n s p e c t i o n 

requirements. Many of our imports, 
however, fall outside of these controls and 
many pathogens are initially undetectable. 

As well as disease we have to contend 
with the problem of rogue escapees such 
as Japanese Knotweed and Himalayan 
Balsam, introduced as exotic garden plants 
but now a curse in the wider landscape 
where they rapidly overgrow local species. 
An article on the Cornish County 
Council’s website said “Japanese 
Knotweed is not native to Europe, 
therefore the pests and diseases that 
control it in Japan are not present in the 
UK. In Japan, Japanese knotweed grows 
in harmony with other plants and only 
grows to a fraction of the size that it does 
in the UK. Similarly, many British plants 
that have been taken abroad have become 
highly invasive elsewhere”. We also have 

 

The Somerset Gardens Trust

“Himalayan Balsam, 
introduced as exotic 
garden plants but now a 
curse in the wider 
landscape where they 
rapidly overgrow local 
species”

Himalayan Balsam
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the problem of readily available 
plants such as the thuggish and 
inferior Spanish Bluebell which 
hybridises so easily with our native 
Hyacinthoides non-scripta removing 
the scent and depth of colour.

O u r g a r d e n s a r e , h o w e v e r , 
enormously enr iched by the 
inclusion of non-native plants, 
agriculture too relies on non-native 
species. Julian de Bosdari, owner of 
Ashridge Trees, has said; “Just 
about every fruit and vegetable we 
eat was originally from imported 
stock.  You can say the same for a 
significant number of plant pests 
and diseases. Given the choice I 
prefer to eat with disease than starve 
in splendid isolation”. It would be 
impractical to impose a total 
restriction on imports as they do in 
Australia.  Instead, each of us needs 
to be vigilant. The RHS Magazine 
and Gardening Which? are reliable 
sources of information, both in 
respect of identification and control 
methods. Our landscape is constantly 
changing and, hopefully, Nature will 
overcome. 

Visting the Sir Harold Hillier 
Gardens
For our visit to Sir Harold Hillier 
Gardens, autumn colour was in full swing 
as this picture of the Acer Valley shows.  
Our visit was made more special by the 
guided tour by the head gardener and one 
of her assistants who shared their 
technical knowledge about the plants and 
their acquisition with their love of the 
plants and their tales of working on such 
an interesting location.
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“Given the choice I 
prefer to eat with 
disease than starve in 
splendid isolation” - 
Julian de Bosdari
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What plants grow well in 
Somerset ?
Chris Ireland – Jones of Avon Bulbs 
describes the winners 
Twenty-five years’ worth of growing 
plants in Somerset ought to have taught 
me a great deal, but as with all knowledge 
that has accumulated slowly, it is 
sometimes difficult to find a way to pass 
on that experience.  I suppose that that is 
one of the differences between 

accumulated knowledge and experience - 
can one ‘measure’ it? 

What was a field in 1989 is now an 
established nursery where plants are sown, 
labelled, weeded, watered and divided, 
providing employment here and, we hope, 
pleasure elsewhere. Our location is under 
a mile from where Margery Fish gardened 
and wrote so well about her horticultural 
struggles. In our case the property came 
without the ancient Grade 1 house and 
lovely Malthouse of East Lambrook 
Manor - which made the purchase much 

Grass Cuttings
God: Frank, you know all about gardens 
and nature. What in the world is going on 
down there on the planet? What happened 
to the dandelions, violets, thistle and stuff I 
started eons ago? Those plants grow in any 
type of soil, withstand drought and multiply 
with abandon. I expected to see a vast 
garden of colours now. But I just see green 
rectangles.

St. Francis: It’s the tribes that settled there, 
Lord. The Suburbanites. They started 
calling your flowers ‘weeds’ and went to 
great lengths to replace them with grass.

God: Grass? But, it’s so boring. It’s not 
colourful and it doesn’t attract butterflies, 
birds and bees; only grubs and worms. Do 
these Suburbanites really want all that grass 
growing there?

St. Francis: Apparently,  Lord. They go to 
great pains to grow it and keep it green, 
poisoning any other plant that crops up.

God: Well, the Spring rains and warm 
weather make the grass grow really fast. 
That must make the Surburbanites happy.

St. Francis: Apparently not, Lord. As soon 
as it grows a little, they cut it, sometimes 
twice a week.

God: They cut it? And bale it like hay? Is it 
a cash crop?

St. Francis: Not exactly, Lord. Most of 
them rake it up and put it in bags, then they 
pay to throw it away.

God: These Suburbanites must be relieved 
in the summer when we cut back on the rain 
and turn up the heat. That slows the growth 
and saves them a lot of work.

St. Francis: You aren’t going to believe 
this, Lord. When the grass stops growing 
they drag out hoses and pay more money to 
water it so they can continue to mow it and 
pay to get rid of it...

Somerset Group of the Hardy Plants Society
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more affordable thankfully. The soils 
however are just as difficult; we have a 
heavy loam with practically no stone in it 
which, despite suspiciously yellow 
subsoils, drains reasonably well!  The 
rainfall is actually much lower than might 
be expected for Somerset; the Blackdown 
Hills provide sufficient rise in altitude to 
our South West, for rain to fall on those 
hills and provide a rain shadow here. 
Under such conditions what plants do we 
grow that I can recommend to others in 
Somerset?

Initially the property 
had no trees at all apart 
from in the hedges that 
ringed our seven acres, 
and among the 
successful choices that 
enjoyed the early 
conditions, with little 
shelter, were Anemone 
japonica varieties.  
These became so 
difficult to remove that 
we no longer grow 
them in the open 
ground at all but they 
continue to decorate 
the local villages and 
look brilliant against 
Hamstone walls during 
late Summer and 
through to late 
Autumn. Less 
tenacious but still 
growing well is 
Anemone rivularis, 
which flowers earlier 

“Some of the plants 
from which we continue 
to collect seed must be 
now 20 years old and 
though woody at the 
stump, they still flower 
amazingly well.”

Dahlia coccinea var Palmeri
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in the Summer, between 2 and 3ft tall with 
very pretty white flowers, marked with a 
blue sheen on the reverse and exhibiting 
blue anthers that seem to have been 
painted with blue mascara. Some of the 
plants from which we continue to collect 
seed must be now 20 years old and though 
woody at the stump, they still flower 
amazingly well. Out in the open, near 
these, also grow several big clumps of 
species Dahlias that have been untouched 
for the past 15 years or more, despite some 
Winters where we have measured -12⁰C. 
These clumps, now 7 or 8 ft tall, are 
Dahlia coccinea var Palmerii which has 
much finer foliage than most dahlias, a bit 
ferny perhaps, with cup like orange 

flowers held at the ends of the stems until 
late in the year. They surprise us every year 

and seem to get stronger 
and stronger suggesting 
that these species types are 
tougher than the more 
modern hybrids. 

Areas of shade are now 
established as the Hazel 
coppice we planted has 
grown to offer more 
extensive conditions of 
dappled light; and here, 
with erratic and rather 
unplanned planting, the 
Spring carpet that results is 
a joy. Snowdrops and 
Aconites give way to a 
blue haze of Scilla bifolia, 
Scilla bithynica (possibly a 
bit of a thug, but a very 
pretty one), wood 
anemones in variety 
(Anemone nemorosa 
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“Some of the plants from 
which we continue to 
collect seed must be 
now 20 years old and 
though woody at the 
stump, they still flower 
amazingly well.”

Anemone apennina
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forms) and, in particular, Anemone 
apennina. These last flower in random 
mixes of varied blues and whites, the 
flowers held some way above the soft 
mounds that form the leafy base to the 
plants. They increase and seed about yet, 

despite their vigour and spread, are gone 
by the end of June. The rhizomes are not 
easy to collect and so remain relatively 
expensive, but even a few is a start and 
from these they will increase on their own, 
even in deep dry shade and despite dry 
Summer conditions. Mingled with them 
the Erythronium revolutum also thrive and 
seed about. These pink flowered Dogs 
Tooth Violets are American in origin but 
are far easier and much more quick to 
spread than the Trilliums which are equally 
sought after but which I regard as several 
steps more difficult in our ground; and the 
best combination of all is a mixed tapestry 
of these Spring wonders under a 
Corylopsis (I think that it is C. sinensis) 
with dangling racemes of pineapple-
scented, pale yellow flowers under which 
these little gems thrive. All perfect.

My Garden
Anne Wood describes her small city garden
The entrance to my Garden is through a 
door in an ivy-covered wall. Inside there is 
a pergola covered with roses and Clematis. 
This leads to a lawn in front of the House 
with a Magnolia one side and a Sorbus and 
Gleditsia on the other. A venerable 
Wisteria climbs along the wall ahead.

This is a walled garden in the centre of 
Wells,  which was once part of a much 
larger garden. Now, about half an acre, 
with the House in the middle, it is too 
small to divide into “rooms” but there are 
several very different spaces.

Beyond the bottom bed of shrubs is ‘the 
Very Bottom Bed’, with a Myrtle, 
Eleagnus ebbingei, Drimys lanceolata, 
Cornus mas and shade loving plants. There 
is another pergola covered with a vine - it 
is very peaceful here.

The other way from the gate leads to the 
back door.  This path was edged with box 
balls but the dreaded box blight meant they 
had to go, and I miss them still. There were 
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“even a few is a start 
and from these they will 
increase on their own, 
even in deep dry shade 
and despite dry 
Summer conditions.”

“Now there is an olive 
tree and sun-loving 
plants on one side and a 
gravel garden on the 
other - which is a joy 
from July onwards.”
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three rockeries and a small lawn on this 
side of the House when we came thirteen 
years ago. The lawn went and I made a 
small vegetable garden - more a potager 
than an allotment. The rockery behind it 
has gone and it is now levelled and 
gravelled - another quiet sitting space.

A very high yew hedge hides a Victorian 
gazebo. The steps up to this ran between 
two South facing rockeries. Now there is 
an olive tree and sun-loving plants on one 
side and a gravel garden on the other - 
which is a joy from July onwards. It is 

small but you can be completely 
surrounded by Perovskia, Verbena 
bonar iens i s , Eryng iums , g rasses , 
butterflies and bees. I love it! 

In fact most of the year I love my small 
city garden - which may be a very 
unfashionable thing to say. There are 
memories of friends here who gave me 
plants and advice,  laughter and tears. There 
is a good atmosphere, and for me, that is 
the most important part of a garden.
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The SGT Council meeting of 7th 
October 
Susie Thorne reports
James and Primrose Mallet-Harris again 
hosted Council at Mallet Court for its 
October meeting. The Chairman, Camilla 
Carter,  reported that the AGM and 25th 
Anniversary party at Halswell had been a 
stunning success and she congratulated 
Diana Hebditch and David and Rosemary 
Freemantle. She had written to Mr. Edward 
Strachan, who had replied that he had been 
delighted to host the event and thanked the 
SGT and, in particular, Helen Senior and 
Jenny Kent for writing to the planners 
about a planning application near Halswell. 
Since the last Council meeting, the 
Chairman had attended the AGT AGM at 
Newcastle,  where the proposed merger 
with The Garden History Society had been 
agreed. 

Information about the Cornish trip would 
be sent out with the Autumn magazine and 
the Chairman thanked Mary ter Braak for 
her help with this. The Treasurer,  Stuart 
Senior, reported that the Trust was likely to 
make only a modest surplus this year as 
there had been no tour and no plant sale. 
Council were very sorry to hear that Mr. 
Ken Biggs of Camerton had died and 
David Freemantle would write on the 

S G T ’s b e h a l f . D a v i d 
Freemantle was organising 
h i s h a n d o v e r o f t h e 
c h a i r m a n s h i p o f t h e 
Entertainments Committee 
to Diana Hebditch. Helen 
Senior, who had considered 
resigning at the end of the 
year, decided at the Survey 
Committee meeting to stay 
as Acting Chairman and Ian 
Clark offered to stand as 
Deputy Chairman. Helen 
reported progress on the 
surveys at Yarlington and 
Burton Pynsent. Council is 
looking for members to join 
Council.
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“David Freemantle was 
organising his handover 
of the chairmanship of 
the Entertainments 
Committee to Diana 
Hebditch”

Members of Council

Camilla Carter (Chairman)
Stuart Senior (Treasurer and Co.Sec)

Susan Thorne (Minutes Sec)
Christopher Bond (Mag Editor)

Cdr David Freemantle
Rosemary Freemantle

James Harris
Primrose Mallet-Harris

Sheila Rabson (Chairman Education Group)
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The Rev. Edward Shearburn 
Marshall
Anthony Pugh-Thomas describes a 
dedicated botanist                                    
The Rev. Edward Marshall, a rector of 
West Monkton who lived at what is now 
Glebe Court, was a Fellow of the Linnaean 
Society and a well-known botanist. He was 
one of the long line of distinguished 
Anglican parsons who have contributed so 
much to gardening and botany, starting in 
the 16th century and continuing to 
the 21st century with our own 
member, the Rev. Mervyn Wilson. 
Marshall was born in 1858, 
educated at Marlborough and 
Brasenose College, Oxford, trained 
at Wells Theological College and 
ordained priest in 1885. He married 
in 1887 and held various livings 
before becoming Rector of West 
Monkton in 1904, retiring in 1919 
and dying shortly thereafter. He 
was elected an Honorary Fellow of 
the Botanical Society of Edinburgh 
“in recognition of his great 
services to British Botany”.

Marshall first contributed to the 
Journal of Botany in 1885; he 
carried through the publication in 
1899 of the “Flora of Kent” whose 
originator, Mr Hanbury, recorded 
that “had not his friend (Marshall) 
kindly consented to bring the 
critical portion up to date …. The 
Flora could not even now have 
appeared” and he went on to 

publish the “Supplement to the Flora of 
Somerset”  in 1914 at the request of the 
Somersetshire Archaeological and Natural 
History Society. He prepared with great 
care many herbarium specimens, donating 
many to National Herbaria and also to the 
Somersetshire Society where they are now 
preserved in the County Record Office. In 
addition to being an active botanist 
Marshall was a keen gardener and his 
obituary in the Journal of Botany records 
that the large grounds of the Rectory (now 
Glebe Court) included, as they still do, 
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ponds, a stream, lawns, vegetable and fruit 
gardens which he filled with “an 
astonishing variety of flowers…including 
… many not commonly met with” and he 
constructed two rock gardens, but of those 
no trace remains.

Marshall wasted no time; once, on 
returning from a visit to France but staying 
in Eastbourne for two hours he made notes 
of 159 species! He would botanise 
whatever the weather – in Scotland, 
Ireland and England and in neighbouring 
European Countries and he corresponded 
widely with fellow botanists in Great 
Britain and overseas.

And what of the Man?  He was a 
confirmed Tory and a man of strong views 
upon most subjects; difficult to shift once 
he had made up his mind but regarded as a 
most pleasant companion; a moderate High 
Churchman and  active parish priest in a 
parish that then was large geographically 
but not numerically (in contrast to today). 
The educated members of his flock 
enjoyed his sermons but others felt they 
were rather “too clever” for their 

comprehension. He was ably assisted by 
his wife, a woman of great charm and tact, 
an unfailing sense of humour and a centre 
of parochial life.

“He would botanise 
whatever the weather– 
in Scotland, Ireland and 
England and in 
neighbouring European 
Countries”

Erythraea littoralis herbarium
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Guilt

What makes us what we are ?

Is it the Guilt Trip ?

Do we do what we should,

not what we want ?

Do we control our actions,

suppress our desires,

and do only what is right ?

Or do we have freedom 

having thought about it,

to do exactly what we decide

and live with the consequences  ?

Would we be happier ?

Do we worry what others think,

or what we think about ourselves ?

Can we still be happy in our skin 

if we ignore  our sense of duty,

and be ourselves ?

Are we what we are,

or what we want to be ?

Does doing what is right,

and avoiding what is wrong,

change our personality,

and make it easier in future ?

All this I want to know,

but fear I never will.

So sometimes I listen,

and other times I don’t.

I should try harder

because I should.

Oh Guilt !

Christopher Bond
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Cleome hassleriana
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